HEADQUARTERS UNITED KINGDOM BASE
COMMUNICATIONS ZONE
EUROPEAN THEATER OF OPERATIONS
UNITED STATES ARMY

o/o Postmaster, New York, N.Y,

APO 413
4 Oct 1944

Dear Colonel Cheynoy,

I want to thank you for your very kind letter of 14 Aupust, 1944,
sobting {orth the good conduct of the colored soldiers im your area.

In connecklion with my broadeast from the United Kindgom T was
trying o show that the white scldiers, particularly those from the south-
eastern part of the Umited States, were more tolerant of the colored soldier
in combat than they appeared to be while stationed in Greal Pritain.

From & militery standpoint the colerved soldier hawn well esteblished
himself 88 & cowbat scldier in eall of the wers in which the Urited States has
‘been engaged. Luring the present emergeney there saems to be en ettempd on
the part of some of the folks who hed to do with mobilization tc eliminate
the colored wan from the Armed Toroees as o corbat soldier, and an effort was
made by soine, especislly in and arcund the eemps In the southeastern part of
the Unlled states, %o make him fesl uncomlorisble.

Meny woite soldiers fron the soubhenstern pert of the Tnited States
on duby In the United Kinpdeom resented the associstbion of tlhese men with the
Buglish pecple. Jome of them ressnied the Brrlish pecpls exercising their

s

right to do as they wigh in their own country. It was Yo me a proaf

surprise end a very agreeable one to Tind, with the corbat teun mernkioned in
wy brosdosst, such graab respeet shown by these wihlle men from Vississippl

and Alebame which developed for these colorsd soldiers as a result of the
behaviour of these men in solion. Unforfunately, our Aruy of btodey is

mainly & civilian army. Bany of its olilcers kpew nothlng aliout the

military service prior %o 1940. The old offigers of the Tegular Army, who

by lonp service with the colored regular, along side of him, are mostly on

the relirsd llst or Mave passed to the Ureal Beyond. I leal hizhly
snoouraged over ihe good comradeship that has dewsloped over here, nartiocularly
in the theaters of operations, and I hope that when this war is over that seme
comradeship and wubtual respect is going bo carry over into the post war period
and that those responsible for policles will see thait government of the people,
for the people, by the people, will be & faot and not fiction.

Again I want to thank you for your lebtter sand with kindest
personal regards, I am,

Very sinserely yours,

b. U. DAVIS,
Brigadier General, U.S., Army.
Colonel Waldron J. Cheyney, INF.,
Camp Loskett, California.




