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"WITH THE COLORS.®

April 6th, 1918,
Dear lMother and Dad;

.Regelved tonight Dad's letter but for
avout five days have received none {rom liother. I suppose
they arc delayed. Once in awhile the mail becomes quite
clagred. Here lately, most of my letters, I write in the
Y. M. /Co 4v a8 1t 1s more gomforiable and writing material
close at hend. ©Still I always use my faithful fountain pen,
which i1s of inestimable glue, even more 80, than thought,
perhaps when you bought it.

Just ot pregent the Band is playing

a dandy plece, full of Pep Just as our Division slowan is.

verything now 18 being marlzed 'with over seas st neil and
pa;nted read" for ahipx<nt,' The division as you May kmow
if to be called the Mcngorb D. The keystone in blue and
the shell shape in the middle whnite, The vlue stands for
Infantry, yellow calvery, re&‘artillerv. (s Ee F) Amcriean
Expeditionery Force. Don't that Book and sound great.
Believe me excitement is at fever heat at pre ocnt. Tomorrow
I am jaln" to pun in.for 48 hours 1eavek,uhen We reach
Cemp Merritt. I don't know how I will make out.

I am very glad to hear pin:y is 80
pleasant with the pup. Give it a good hug and kiss for
me, - lle often havepeople come up from toun to sing for us,
just like you fo f&r the sallors. bless their hearts. Today
we had another big issue of ordance, meaning new pack
carriers, velts, provision cans, mess kits and canteens.

oo

Tomorrow we are to have another huce
divisionsl weview for some visiting Ceneral., Our Colonel
Brown is now aome from Texas where he was training for
overseas fighting.

Cne tii ¢ Dad I can't get down here
despite my trying. Pleasc end me two good ‘indelfble
pencils, to mark my cloth11g and for writing. They cannot
be bought here. They are the only thing clothes can be
marked with. Would appreciate it either you or liother would
attend to this for me.

Good bye with love to eve ryuodj,
‘ - Lovingly,

Howaxrd. .



