BB
CAMP HANCOCK.

Augusta, s

December 20th, 1917
lfy Dear lMother and Dadj

: Your very kind and thoughtful letter
P(GLiV‘u. Also all your packa*e“ They are all fine and in
good condition, 1 am very sorry 1o say tkat the clgars
Grandad sent me were all broken and crumblwm. There were’
only five fit to smoke, I suppose being put in a ¢iga

box too large they got jarred auaut and broke u}l of tbem.
The thingcs you sent me, I was delighted with. Especlally
the kit. 1 have arranged ii on the wall and have‘my gstuff
all srpangeds The brush and mi.ror are just the stuff and ,
I can hardly tell you how I appreeiate all the things
recelved. The pipe 1 a beauty and just exactly what I
wanted. i

Your letter and cards were very sweet
and loving I am trylng my level best to keep up hope and
courcge to et my furlough. It 1s almost impossible to
imegine how hard it is to get a furlough, when therc are
perhaps 75 or 150 men from my own company who are trying

for the same thing as I am. It not only makes it wery haprd,’
but the under officers are very unreliable and favor men
whom they know. I will motzba satlsfled or assured I got

1t.t111 it is in ny hands and signed by the Colonel, 1 will
get one, there is no douvt, btut if I get one in the next
few days or £ weeks 1 will be lucky. You seec some of the
fellows who have been in the serviee longer than me, are
getting the preference, S0 I will just have to be patient
and wait till thC‘ are square enough to put the furlough
thropsh. I am dolng ny best, on this end of the line so
that 18 all c&n be done.

Today 1 received a hook from °
lirs. Stratton, the f{¥Eend of lrs. Householder. Title
was "When a Man Is a kan"  Her address is 2106 Green Ste.
E}:?SQ Ia-. :'.(... S’l}l‘&uton-

I am now going to close, If
I receive the furlough, will wire al’ once.

Lovin 1y,
Howard,



