October 29, 1917.

Dear Mother and Dad;

Received your letter and likewise Dad!
also. I just left off writing a few minutes; while I “ent
down Lo the shower bath to U&tCi some of our boys scrubing
one of the fellows who hasn't taken & bath, well by looks,
-for several months. They gave him warning and he paid no
attention to it, sp they tled him hand and foot put him on a
gstreteher with a8ll his elothes on and shoved him under the
shover., They then atripped him and made him wash from
head to foot with sand and scrubing brush. Some bath, That
is what they do to anybody who po;sists in veing dirty.

The duteh cake which you sent down I
enJoycd immensely and finished for Sunday nights supper
Ded and your reference to the continding of clgarettes
I will state now you need have no fear. I do not like
them well enough to even spend 5¢ a pack for thems I have
given mearly all of them away and only smoked about &
cigaretties I like cigars yery mueh and a pipe is a great
friend of nlne

Tonight I have been invited to a party
glven in our mess shack, The Sargent of the first plateon
had a bet ons. - He said he would put up a dinner i1f he host
To meke good with his platoon he also promised them a
feed, which took place last night. All our company officers
and the new captain'se The Colonel did use the honor of
attending the party. The reason I was invited, was because
I am in his tent likewise am Dbery good friends with him
e had eats smokes and gpeeches. The Colonel mude a
beautiful speech, touching on our company, regiment, division,
and country. He spoke amaut our going acroess which dis in
the near future. ’

\ Mother according to our officers we will
not be here by Christmas. Our Colonel believes we will be
lueky 1f we spend Thanksgiving in this country. I do not
want to alarm you but just by way of cautioning in case

we should leave real sudden.

, £ have veen thinking it over and thought
I would ask you if you wanted me to apply for an 8 day
furlough ovur thanksgiving., From preparations made down
here I do not believe we will be here more than six weeks.
That is ﬂtretchiﬁg it some., Our course of 12 weeks training
is up in & weeks and after that we are supposed to leave for
France. When we go the entire division will go together,
I am now going out to drill and will finish my letter later.

o



I had thought perhaps if you and Dad could afford to pay
the train fare I would speak to the Colonel for & or

8 days deave. Over Thanksglving. The train fare is'
$17.50 single fare $35,00 round trip., It would take

22 hours one way « Allowing two days travel I would

have elther © or 4 days to spend home. 1 now have

$5,00 1f you think it willl make any impression on the

trip. If you can make a decislion so soon let me know by
the next letter, so0 as I can put in for my furlough at
once., 1f you.declde against it., I will take a chance on
Christmas but owing to the officers advice I am sure we
will not te in this country. They might only be pushing
faster by this means in our work, Imt some large operations
are taking place. This morning they gave out the fife and
drums and I have just been practicing on the drum which was
issued to me.

Lorelle and Laura Sanborn sent me some fine
magazines. Please send me the rest of the Saturday
Evening Posts as 1 am reading a serial story, after
you are finished with them.

This evefiting we are going to have night drill
and bombing parties, from & to 10, - Tomorrow we are to
sign the payroll which means we will soon get paid. I
am starting today to put on three penny stamps on
sccount of the new stamp rule. Would appreciate very
much 1f you would send me some ones. I am going to cloge
and hope to hear from you real soon.

Lovingly,
Howarde.
Po S . :
I am going to buy a (Camp Hencock tablet.

One thing 1 nearly forgot. They are making up an honor
roll of our compeny including 250 men. To be made 1in
picture form, cost §$1.00, I have ordered one of these and
you will soon receive it. It is something of which you
will appreciate very much and later on will value,

Ha



