ApPPENDIX No. 62.—Dr, Pavy's letter of March 8, 1883.

| Fort CoNGER, GRINNELL LaND, March 8, 1883.
Sir: I have.the honor to respectfully submit to you a few considerations that I value of high i
tance as concerning the future health of, at least, a part of the command, and therefore aliabl g]' Iljf;flpor‘
influence the chances of success in a retreat that you consider inevitable, ’ oy
As exposure and labor, at an early period of the season of 1883 may result in grave impai t of th
health ; as also, in case of accident of a serious nature, the patients would probably not haweP reﬁgzract)edtis

:Jkug‘ust, bec_on;)i;lg Eher_: anhencumbran(:e, threatening to compromise the safety of all, by rendering the depart

Ie impracticable, (as in the case of Dr. Kane) I should earnestly rec ' ]
j : 2 omrhend th ili

ure of more than a night or two in the field should be undertaky R

: en during the month of March
My personal experience, and the risks run last i ; ek
% ear by o K
and Sir George Nares, satiesfy [satisfy] S Bt R S, e

the month of March. my mind as to the dangers to be apprehended from sledging during

As medical adviser of the expedition, T consider it my duty to state
command has been better this winter than the previous, ’
::1 ;sgj_x:;i::}}lla?e;r(:;]iﬁi .':Jsf,- 131 :?;?:heif l;ﬁ'mf.Jt.:)ra.rily, it }:Nithstood, it would certainly be at the expense of vital
S il welite g impo _ancez per ap‘s of nf:cesmty to husband, in view of the future work
L e ek o gjllaxig :;;::;;I;gig;il. contingencies that defeated the efforts of Sir John Ross

I will also, respectfully call your attention while it is still time to
vtrou]d be probably injurious to the general health of the comman
sickness, that we should be left without fuel during the three months

As to the very important question of foot-gear, I should earest
state of the mocasins [si] and Labrador
exposure for several consecutive days sho
appropriate foot-gear at our disposal.

I have the honor to be very respectfully your obt. servant,

_my that although the health of the
1t will nevertheless not be submitted with impunity

the important question of coal; as it
d, even perhaps dangerous, in case of
previous to our departure,

: ly recommend (considering the insecure
Esquimaux boots) that each man employed in any work entailing
uld be provided with an extra pair of boots or moccasins, the only

To the CommaNDING OFFICER, Act. Ass. Surgeon OcTave Pavy,
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APPENDIX No. 63.—Licutenant Greely's answer to Dr. Pavy's letter of March 8, 1883.

Forr CoNGER, GRINNELL LAND, March 9, 1883.

Sir: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt this day of a communication from you regarding

" the future operations of this command.

The letter was undoubtedly called forth by the prospective departure, on March 10, of a party of six,
with dog-sledges, to establish depots on which depends the success of our geographical work in North
Greenland.

You recommend therein that the energies of this party be devoted to ensuring such conditions as would
facilitate a retreat by boats—a possible contingency, but not inevitable as you state it.

The grounds upon which you make this remarkable recommendation are but in part medical, and depend
largely on future contingencies, 7 ¢., “ the fortunes of war,” which zay disable some member of the party and
so encumber our possible retreat. :

You admil that the health of the party has been better this winter than in 188182,
ok ok oE

This expedition was planned and fitted out solely for the purpose of increasing our knowledge of the
Arctic regions. While I have the honor to command it, and as long as I am fit for duty, I shall continue to
pursue the object in view.

In assuming charge of this work I considered it important and dangerous. As an American soldier I
have yet to learn that any prospzctive dangers or accident should deter a man from pursuing to his utmost
any end which is in the line of one’s duty, and instead prepare for a prospective retreat.

To practically abandon it and think only of personal safety, especially at a time when there seem pos-
sible discoveries which would be valued by the world and creditable to my country, would be difficult for
me even under the most adverse circumstances, but now, under favorable circumstances, would appear dis-
honorable and unmanly. Could I for a moment listen to such a recommendation, your mention of Kane's
name evokes to my memery such an example of perseverance under trying and adverse circumstances as
would render such action impossible.

Your recommendations will not be followed in this respect.

. I am, sir, respectfully yours, :
A, W. GREELY,

First Lieutenant, Fifth Cavalry, 4. S. O. and Assistant, Commanding.

* * %

Acting Assistant Surgeon O. Pavy, U. S. Army.

[* *# * * * * * * Aline anda half which cannot be made out from the letter-press copy.]




