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COLIN P. KELLY, JR 
 

A Working Bibliography of MHI Sources 
 
 
Early American hero of WWII, whose exploit became exaggerated and mythologized in print.  He in fact 
did not crash his crippled plane into a Japanese battleship and sink it (or any ship, for that matter), nor 
was he awarded the Medal of Honor.  He was awarded a posthumous Distinguished Service Cross.  See: 
 
Allmen, William B.  “America’s First Hero:  Colin Kelly.”  World War II  (Jan 1996):  pp. 66-72.  Per. 
 
American History Illustrated (Nov 1982), back cover.  Per. 

Reprint of WWII poster of Kelly 
 
Cullum's Biographical Register of Officers & Graduates of  U.S. Military Academy.  Vol. 8, p. 1208  

& Vol. 9, p. 930.  U410.H5. 
 
McCombs, Don, & Worth, Fred L.  World War II Super Facts.  NY:  Warner, 1983.  p. 301.  D740.M33. 
 
Polmar, Norman, & Allen, Thomas B.  World War II:  America at War, 1941-45.  NY:  Random, 1991. 

p. 467.  D743.5.P65 
 
Shershun, Carroll S.  "The Man Who Downed Colin Kelly."  Aerospace Historian  (Winter 1966): 

pp. 149-52.  Per. 
About Saburo Sakai, Japanese pilot who shot down Kelly's B-17. 

 
Thomas, Lowell.  These Men Shall Never Die.  Freeport, NY:  Books for Libraries, 1971 reprint of 1943 

edition.  308 p.  D736.T4552. 
Wartime awards of Medal of Honor. WWII.  See pp. 25-28. 

 
"War Hero's Son Returns to Duty."  Army Times  (7 Feb 1973):  p.6.  Per 
 
 
 
See also:  
-Biographical sketch file & NY Times Personal Name Index for references to microfilmed issues. 
 


