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Biographical 
 
Cole, Hugh M.  "S.L.A. Marshall (1900-17):  In Memoriam."  Parameters  (Mar 1978):  pp. 2-7.  Per. 
 
Hackworth, David H., & Sherman, Julie.  About Face:  The Odyssey of an American Warrior.  NY: 

Simon & Schuster, 1989.  875 p.  U53.H25.A3. 
Memoir by disillusioned protégé; see Chaps 16-17 & index. 

 
Marshall, S.L.A.  Bringing up the Rear:  A Memoir.  San Rafael, CA:  Presidio, 1979.  310 p. 

D15.M34.A32. 
 
Sandler, Stanley, editor.  The Korean War:  An Encyclopedia.  NY:  Garland, 1995.  pp. 217-20. 

DS918.K673. 
 
"SLAM" Combat Forces Journal  (Jun 1951):  pp. 10-12.  Per. 
 
Spiller, Roger J., editor.  Dictionary of American Military Biography.  Vol. 2.  Westport, CT: 

Greenwood, 1984.  pp. 737-41.  U52.D53. 



S. L. A. Marshall          p.2 
 
Westover, John G.  "Describing the Colonel."  Indiana Military History Journal  (Jan 1988):  pp. 12-18. 

Per. 
 
Williams, Frederick D.  SLAM:  the Influence of S.L.A. Marshall on the United States Army. 

Ft Monroe, VA:  TRADOC Historical Office, 1990.  138 p.  UA25.W54. 
Includes ETO memo & letter on his interview techniques, pp. 99-124. 

 
 
 
 
BY MARSHALL-Indian Wars 
 
Marshall, S.L.A.  Crimsoned Prairie:  The Wars between the United States and the Plains Indians during 

the Winning of the West.  NY:  Scribner, 1972.  256 p.  E83.866.M36. 
 
_____.  "Custer:  The Little Big Decisions."  Army  (Jun 1971):  pp. 34-41.  Per. 
 
_____.  "Wounded Knee Revisited."  Parameters  (No 1, 1973):  pp. 23-29.  Per. 
 
 
 
 
BY MARSHALL-WORLD WAR I 
 
Marshall, S.L.A.  The American Heritage History of World War I.  NY:  American Heritage, 1964. 

284 p.  D521.M412. 
 
_____.  "'First to Fight' - The Marine Brigade, Belleau Wood."  US Naval Institute Proceedings 

(Nov 1975):  pp. 26-27.  Per. 
 
_____.  "Suvla Bay."  Military Review  (Nov 1963):  pp. 60-68.  Per. 
 
 
 
 
BY MARSHALL-World War II-General Sources 
 
Marshall, S.L.A.  Armies on Wheels.  NY:  Morrow, 1941.  251 p.  D743.M29. 
 
_____.  Battle at Best.  Nashville, TN:  Battery Classics, 1988 reprint of 1963 edition.  D743.9.M287. 

Anecdotes and personal accounts, WWII & KW. 
 
_____.  Blitzkrieg:  Its History, Strategy, Economics and the Challenge to America.  NY:  Morrow, 1940. 

188 p.  D743.M3. 
 
_____.  "Tanks can be Stopped."  Infantry Journal  (Jan 1942):  pp. 40-46.  Per. 

Excerpts from his Armies on Wheels. 
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BY MARSHALL-World War II-Pacific 
 
Marshall, S.L.A.  "Action at the Pigpen."  Infantry Journal  (Nov 1944):  pp. 39-47.  Per. 

1/17th Infantry on Ebeye Island, Kwajalein, 3 Feb 1944. 
 
_____.  "Cavalry in Dismounted Action."  Cavalry Journal  (Sep/Oct 1944):  pp. 34-41.  per. 

7th Reconnaissance Troop, 7th Infantry Division, assaulting small islands, early Feb 1944. 
 
_____.  "Chance Island."  Infantry Journal  (Sep 1944):  pp. 28-35.  Per. 

Captured by 7th Reconnaissance Troop, 7th Infantry Division. 
 
_____.  "Fight to a Finish."  Infantry Journal  (Jan 1945):  pp. 43-52.  Per. 

32nd & 184th Infantry Regiments, 7th Infantry Division, on last days mopping up snipers. 
 
_____.  "The Fight on Saki Night."  (Apr 1944):  pp. 8-15.  Per. 

165th Infantry Regiment on Makin. 
 
_____.  Island Victory:  The Battle of Kwajalein Atoll.  Wash, DC:  Infantry Journal, 1945.  117 p. 

D767.9352.K8.M3. 
 
_____.  "Men against Darkness."  Infantry Journal  (Dec 1944):  pp. 43-51.  Per. 

32nd & 184th Infantry Regiments, 7th Infantry Division, on Kwajalein, 3 Feb 1944. 
 
_____.  "One Day on Kwajalein."  Infantry Journal  (Aug 1944):  pp. 14-25.  Per. 

Co B, 184th Infantry Regiment assault, 1 Feb 1944. 
 
_____.  "Ordeal by Fire."  Infantry Journal  (Oct 1944):  pp. 36-44.  Per. 

32nd & 184th Infantry Regiments, 7th Infantry Division. 
 
 
 
 
BY MARSHALL-World War II-Europe 
 
Marshall, S.L.A.  Bastogne:  The Story of the First Eight Days in Which the 101st Airborne Division was 

Closed within the Ring of German Forces.  Wash, DC:  CMH, 1988.  61 p.  #05-101-1988. 
At St Vith, 1944.  

 
_____.  et al.  "Christmas Eve at Bastogne."  Infantry Journal  (Dec 1945):  pp. 8-15.  Per. 

101st Airborne Division surrounded. 
 
_____.  "Christmas Tree Defeat:  General Bruce Clarke's Blackest Yuletide."  Army  (Dec 1958): 

pp. 22 & 24.  Per. 
 
_____.  Night Drop:  The American Invasion of Normandy.  Nashville, TN:  Battery Press, 1982 reprint 

of 1962 edition.  425 p.  #05-82.1962.1982r. 
On 82nd Airborne Division. 

 
_____.  "111th Field Artillery Battalion on D-Day."  Field Artillery Journal  (Jan 1945):  pp. 13-15.  Per. 
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BY MARSHALL-Korean War 
 
Marshall, S.L.A.  Battle at Best, cited above.  D743.9.M287. 
 
_____.  "Big Little (Korean) War."  Army   (Jun 1960):   pp. 22-27.  Per. 
 
_____.  CCF In the Attack.  Part II:  A Study Based on the Operations of the 1st Marine Division in  

the Koto-ri, Hagaru-ri, Yudam-ni Area, 20 November-10 December 1950.  Operations Research 
Office, Johns Hopkins, Far East Command, 1951.  23 p.  DS919.M369.1951pt2. 

 
_____.  Commentary on Infantry Operations and Weapons Usage in Korea, Winter of 1950-51.  [Edited 

by George F. Nafziger]  West Chester, OH:  Nafziger Collection, 2002 reprint of original 1952 
report (ORO Study R-13).  124 p.  DS919.M37. 

Successor to his Men against Fire; “Not exact transcription of the original work. It has 
been modified to fit non-military linguistic sensibilities.”  The original is also available. 

 
_____.  "The Fight at Snook."  Army  (Sep 1956):  pp. 22-25.   Per. 

Outpost action, 15-16 May 1953, 17th Infantry Regiment. 
 
_____.  Infantry Operations & Weapons Usage in Korea.   London:  Greenhill, 1988.  151 p. 

DS919.M37. 
Reprint of  ORO Study R-13 cited above. 

 
_____.  The Military History of the Korean War.  NY:  Watts, 1963.  90 p.  DS918.M37. 

Juvenile literature. 
 
_____.  Notes on Infantry Tactics in Korea.  Technical Memorandum, Operations Research Office, Johns 

Hopkins, Far East Command, 28 Feb 1951.  121 p.  DS918.M372. 
CCF tactics and US reactions; ORO T-7, 

 
_____.  “Notes on Combat in Korea.”  Inclosure to letter of distribution by Off, Chief of AFF, 16 Apr 

1951.  30 p.  DS919.N67. 
Covers wide range of subjects w/ remark or opinion. 

 
_____.  Operation Punch and the Capture of Hill 440:  Suwon, Korea, February, 1951.  Chevy Chase, 

MD:  Operations Research Office, Johns Hopkins, 1952.  83 p.  DS918.2.O65.M37. 
 
_____.  Pork Chop Hill:  The American Fighting Man in Action, Korea, Spring 1953.  NY:  Morrow, 

1956.  315 p.  DS918M298. 
 
_____.  "Pork Chop Hill Five Years After."  Army  (Jul 1959):  pp. 17-18ff.  Per. 
 
_____.  Problems of Field Tactics in Defense against Area Weapons.  Chevy Chase, MD:  Technical 

Memorandum, Operations Research Office, Johns Hopkins, Mar 1954.  137 p.  U165.M37. 
ORO-T-226. 
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_____.  The River and the Gauntlet:  Defeat of the Eighth Army by the Chinese Communist Forces, 

November, 1950, in the Battle of the Chongchon River, Korea.  NY:  Morrow, 1953.  385 p. 
DS918.2.C4.M3. 

 
_____.  "This is the War in Korea."  Combat Forces Journal  (Jun 1951):  pp. 15-21.  Per. 
 
 
 
 
 
BY MARSHALL-Vietnam War 
 
Marshall, S.L.A.  Ambush:  The Battle of Dau Tieng.  Nashville:  Battery Press, 1982 reprint of 1969 

edition.  242 p.  DS552.3.D38.M37. 
 
_____.  Battles in the Monsoon:  Campaigning in the Central Highlands Vietnam, Summer 1966. 

NY:  Morrow, 1967.  408 p.  DS552.M35. 
 
_____.  "The Fickle Public Affection."  National Guardsman  (Jul 1971):  pp. 12-16.  Per. 

Perspective on the US Army's poor image. 
 
_____.  The Fields of Bamboo:  Dong Tre Trung Luong, and Hoa Hoi, Three Battles Just Beyond  

the South China Sea.  NY:  Dial, 1971.  242 p.  DS552.M355. 
 
_____.  "Infantry Operations in Vietnam."  Infantry  (Mar/Apr 1970):  pp. 6-9.  Per. 

An interview. 
 
_____.  "Observations from a Vietnam Notebook."  Army  (Dec 1966):  pp. 16ff.  Per. 
 
_____.  West to Cambodia.  NY:  Cowles, 1968.  253 p.  DS552.M36. 
 
_____, & Hackworth, David H.  Bird:  The Christmastide Battle.  NY:  Cowles, 1968.  206 p. 

DS552.3.B5.M3. 
 
U.S. Dept of Army.  Lessons Learned, Vietnam Primer.  Pamphlet 525-2, Apr 1967.  55 p. 

U742.M37 & MilPub-Pam. 
Material gathered by Marshall and Hackworth. 

 
Warsinske, John.  Company Command in Vietnam...Oral History Collections.  Carlisle Barracks, PA: 

USAMHI Special Bibliography 26, 1990.  ca 250 p   Z6724.H6.U55no26. 
Mentioned in 4 interviews; see Chap II, p. 119. 

 
 
 
 
BY MARSHALL-ISRAELI WARS 
 
Marshall, S.L.A.  "Armor East of Suez."  Armor  (Nov/Dec 1967):  pp. 20-21.  Per. 
 
_____.  "The Army of Israel."  Military Review    (Apr 1968):   pp. 3-9.  Per. 
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_____.  Sinai Victory:  Command Decisions in History's Shortest War.  NY:  Morrow, 1958.  280 p. 

DS110.5.M3. 
 
_____.  Swift Sword:  The Historical Record of Israel's Victory, June, 1967.  NY:  American Heritage, 

1967.  144 p.  DS127.M3. 
 
_____.  "Tank Warrior in the Golan."  Military Review    (Jan 1976):  pp. 3-12.  Per. 
 
_____.  "The 100-hour War (Israeli-Egyptian Dispute)."  Army  (Mar 1957):  pp. 16-25.  Per. 
 
 
 
See also: 
- SLA Marshall Papers, Arch. 
 
 
 
 
BY MARSHALL-Soldiers & Leadership 
 
Marshall, S.L.A.  "Individual Motivation in Combat."  Infantry  (Sep/Oct 1970):  pp. 30-35.  Per. 

An interview. 
 
_____.  The Soldier's Load and the Mobility of a Nation.  Wash, DC:  Combat Forces, 1950.  122 p. 

UC463.M3. 
 
_____.  "There Are No Good or Bad Troops:  Only Good and Bad Leaders."  Officer  (Apr 1967): 

pp. 12-14.  Per. 
 
U.S. Dept of Defense.  The Armed Forces Officer.  Wash, DC:  GPO, 1950.  267 p.  U133.A533. 

Also identified as DA Pam 600-2, 1956, 1967 & 1975. 
 
 
 
 
 
BY MARSHALL-Tactics & Doctrine 
 
Marshall, S.L.A.  "The Desert:  It's Different."  Infantry  (Nov/Dec 1970):  pp. 6-7.  Per. 
 
_____.  "On Heavy Artillery:  American Experience in Four Wars."  Parameters  (Jun 1978): 

pp. 2-20.  Per. 
 
_____.  "Man against Armor."  Armor  (Jan/Feb 1980):  pp. 30-36.  Per. 
 
_____.  "Men against Armor."  Armored Cavalry Journal  (May/Jun 1950):  pp. 4-9.  Per. 
 
_____.  Problems of Field Tactics in Defense against Area Weapons.  Chevy Chase, MD:  Technical 

Memorandum, Operations Research Office, Johns Hopkins, Oct 1954.  137 p.  U165.M37. 
Speculation on suitable tactics against atomic weapons. 
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BY MARSHALL-Other 
 
Marshall, S.L.A.  "The Army in Lebanon - Amid Doves and Olive Branches."  Army  (Oct 1958): 

pp. 20-22ff.  Per. 
 
_____.  "Black Soldier's Burden."  Army  (Aug 1961):  pp. 26-29.  Per. 

Black African armies. 
 
_____.  Bringing up the Rear, cited above, p. 1.  D15.M34.A32. 
 
_____.  "Genesis to Revelation."  Military Review  (Feb 1972):  pp. 17-24.  Per. 
 
_____.  Group Fear and Its Control in Military Units.  Wash, DC:  Army Medical Service Graduate 

School, 1955.  10 p.  RA645.5.M34no566. 
 
_____.  Notes on Urban Warfare.  Aberdeen PG, MD:  US Army Material Systems Analysis Agency, 

1973.  52 p.  U167.5.S7.M37. 
 
_____.  "The Place of Man in a Modern Army."  Army  (Aug 1959):  pp. 26ff.  Per. 
 
_____.  S.L.A. Marshall at Fort Leavenworth, 1952 to 1962:  Five Lectures at the U.S. Army Command 

and General Staff College.  [Edited by Roger J. Spiller]  Fort Leavenworth, 1980.  ca 250 p.  
U22.3M3. 

 
_____.  "S.L.A. Marshall Speaks Out."  Infantry  (May/Jun 1971):  pp. 46-51.  Per. 

An interview. 
 
 
 
 
BY MARSHALL-Fire Ratio Assertion 
 
Blumenson, Martin.  "Did 'Slam' Guess at Fire Ratios?  Probably:  A Legend Remembered."  Army 

(Jun 1989):  pp. 16 & 19-21.  Per. 
 
Engen, Robert.  “S.L.A. Marshall and the Ratio of Fire:  History, Interpretation, and the Canadian 

Experience.”  Canadian  Military History  (Autumn 2011):  pp. 39-48.  Per. 
 
Halloran, Richard.  "Pivotal S.L.A. Marshall Book Assailed as False."  New York Times (21 Feb 1989): 

pp. 1 & 34.  Per. 
Outline of Smoler's article and statements of various Army spokesmen. 

 
Mansoor, Peter.  “Building Blocks of Victory:  American Infantry Divisions in the War against Germany 

and Italy, 1941-45.”  PhD dss, OSU, 1995.  535 p.  D769.31.M36. 
See pp. 508-18 for nice survey of controversy and a rejoinder. 
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Marshall, S.L.A.  Infantry Journal  (May 1947/Apr 1948):  pp. 50-53.  Per. 

Extracts from Men against Fire, some with commentary, in 12 consecutive issues. 
 
_____.  Men against Fire:  The Problem of Battle Command in Future War.  Wash, DC:  Infantry Journal, 

1947.  215 p.  UB210.M26. 
His seminal analysis of human behavior in combat, including the low fire ratio assertion. 

 
Ravenscroft, Earl.  Letter commenting on subject.  WWII MiscColl, Arch. 
 
Spiller, Roger J.  "S.L.A. Marshall and the Ratio of Fire."  Journal of the Royal United Service Institute 

(RUSI)  (Winter 1988):  pp. 763-71.  Per. 
Debunks the man and his famous dictum while praising the after-action interview 
method. 

 
 
 
See also: 
- Combat-Behavior 
- SLAM BibFile 
 
 
 
 
BY MARSHALL-After Action Interviews 
 
Hackworth, David H.  "Battle Analysis."  Army  (Jul 1967):  pp. 33-37.  Per. 

Also in Infantry  (Sep/Oct 1967):  pp. 55-57.  Describes the interview technique in 
Vietnam; see also About Face, (cited above). 

 
Marshall, S.L.A.  Island Victory, cited above (WWII-Pacific). 
 
Vetock, Dennis J.  Lessons Learned:  A History of U.S. Army Lesson Learning.  Carlisle Barracks, PA: 

USAMHI, 1988.  UA26.5.V48. 
See index; traces his observer and interviewing activities in 3 wars. 
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