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The famous poet enlisted in 1827, serving with the 1st US Arty Regiment and rising from private to 
Sergeant Major.  He then entered USMA at West Point in 1829 and left it in 1831, thereby becoming one 
of its more distinguished non-graduates.  See: 
 
 
Allan, Carlisle V.  "Sergeant Major Perry and Cadet Poe."  Inf Jrnl  (Nov 1942):  pp. 70-78.  Per. 
 
Butler, Gerald W.  “Edgar Allan Poe, Soldier.”  Jrnl of America’s Mil Past  (Fall 1998):  pp. 49-59.  Per. 
 
Friedman, Wm F.  "Edgar Allan Poe, Cryptographer."  2 pts.  Signal Corps Bull (Jul/Sep 1937): 

pp. 41-53 & (Oct-Dec 1937):  pp. 54-74.  Per. 
  Reprinted from Amer Lit (Nov 1936). 
 
Helfers, M.C.  "The Legendary Edgar Allan Poe."  Assembly (Winter 1969):  pp. 6-7 & 32-35.  Per. 
 
Kaufhold, Jack.  "The Humor of Edgar Allan Poe."  Virginia Cavalcade  (Winter 1980):  pp. 136-43. 

BibFile. 
  Incls a few anecdotes on his West Point days. 
 
McSherry, Patrick.  “Author, Poet Edgar Allan Poe Had Little-Known Career as Artillerist.”  The 

Artilleryman  (Winter 2003):  pp. 4-6.  Per. 
 
Russell, J. Thomas.  Edgar Allan Poe:  The Army Years.  West Point,  NY:  US Mil Academy, 1972. 
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See also: 
- Pa Guardsman (Feb 1938), p. 5.  Per. 


