
U.S. Army Heritage & Education Center        Africa 
950 Soldiers Drive 
Carlisle Barracks, PA  17013-5021 
21 Sep 2012 
 
 
 

SOUTH AFRICA, WWII 
 

A Working Bibliography of MHI Sources 
 
 
CONTENTS 
General Sources…..p.1 
Specific Units/Commands…..p.2 
Special Aspects…..p.3 
Since 1945…..p.3 
 
 
 
 
GENERAL SOURCES 
 
African Arsenal.  Pretoria:  South African Bureau of Information, 1943.  68 p.  D766.97.A37. 
 
Brown, James A.  Eagles Strike:  The Campaigns of the South African Air Force in Egypt, Cyrenaica, 

Libya, Tunisia, Tripolitania and Madagascar, 1941-1943.  Vol. 4 of South African Forces, World 
War II.  Cape Town : Purnell, 1974.  448 p.  D792.S6.B75. 

 
_____.  A Gathering of Eagles:  The Campaigns of the South African Air Force in Italian East Africa 

June 1940-November 1941.   Vol. 2 of South African Forces, World War II.  Cape Town:  
Purnell, 1970.  342 p.  D792.S6.B76. 

 
Martin, Henry J.  Eagles Victorious:  The Operations of the South African Forces over the Mediterranean 

and Europe, in Italy, the Balkans and the Aegean, and from Gibraltar and West Africa.  Vol. 6 of 
South African Forces, World War II.  Cape Town:  Purnell, 1977.  494 p.  D792.S6.M37. 

 
_____, & Orpen, Neil D.  South Africa at War:  Military and Industrial Organization and Operations in 

Connection with the Conduct of the War, 1939-1945. Vol. 7 of South African Forces, World War 
II  Cape Town:  Purnell, 1979.  405 p.  D766.97.M37. 

 
Norton, Conrad, & Krige, Uys.  Vanguard of Victory:  A Short Review of South African Victories in 

East Africa, 1940-1941.  Pretoria:  Government Printer, 1941.  54 p.  D766.84.A3. 
 
Orpen, Neil D.  East African and Abyssinian Campaigns,  Vol. I of South African Forces, World War II. 

Cape Town:  Purnell, 1968.  390 p.  D766.84.O7. 



South Africa, World War II         p.2 
 
_____.  Victory in Italy.  Vol. 5 of South African Forces, World War II  Cape Town : Purnell, 1975. 

340 p.  D763.I8.O75. 
 
_____.  War in the Desert.  Vol. 3 of South African Forces, World War II.  Cape Town : Purnell 1971. 

538 p.  D766.82.O75. 
 
Simpson, James S.M.  South Africa Fights.  London:  Hodder & Stoughton, 1941.  256 p.  D742.A4.S5. 
 
South African Public Relations and Information Office, Wash, DC.  South Africa at War.  Phila:  Stein, 

1943.  52 p.  D742.A4.A5. 
 
Tylden, Geoffrey.  The Armed Forces of South Africa.  Johannesburg:  Cape Times, 1954.  239 p. 

UA857.S7.T9. 
 
van der Waag, Ian.  “Smuts’s Generals:  Towards a First Portrait of the South African High Command, 

1912-1948.”  War in History  Vol. 18, No. 1 (2011):  pp. 33-61.  Per. 
 
 
 
 
SPECIFIC UNITS/COMMANDS 
 
Bent, R.A.R.  Ten Thousand Men of Africa:  The Story of the Buchuanaland Pioneers and Gunners, 

1941-1946.  London:  HMSO, 1952.  128 p.  D760.A8.B45. 
 
Bourhill, James.  Come back to Portofino:  Through Italy with the 6th South African Armoured Division. 

Johannesburg:  30 Degrees South, 2011.  544 p.  D763.I8.B682. 
 
Fielding, W L  With the 6th Div:  An Account of the Activities of the 6th South African Armoured 

Division in World War II.  Pietermaritzburg : Shuter & Shooter, 1946.  191 p.  D766.97.F5. 
  
Gray, Brian.  Basuto Soldiers in Hitler's War.  Maseru:  Basutoland Govt, 1953.  97 p.  D766.99.L47.G7. 
 
Griffiths, Reginald.  First City:  A Saga of Service.  Cape Town:  Timmins, 1970.  292 p.  UA857.S7.G7. 

See Chap 11 of this regimental history. 
 
Hattersley, Alan F.  Carbineer:  The History of the Royal Natal Carbineers.  Aldershot, England:  Gale & 

Polden, 1950.  193 p.  UA857.S7.H38. 
 
Klein, Harry.  Springbok Record.  Johannesburg:  South African Legion of the British Empire Service 

League, 1946.  304 p.  D766.97.K53. 
 
_____.  Springboks in Armour:  The South African Armoured Cars in World War II.  London: 

MacDonald, 1965.  338 p.  D766.97.K55. 



South Africa, World War II         p.3 
 
McCreath, Stuart N.  Theirs is the Glory:  The Story of 12 Squadron, South African Air Force, during 

World War II.  Johannesburg:  Widdicombe & Ogden, 1948?  172 p.  D792.S6.M33. 
 
Natal Mounted Rifles:  Historical Notes, 1854-1942.  Durban:  Knoxprint, 1943.  16 p.  UA857.S7.N38. 
 
Orpen, Neil D.  Salute the Sappers.  Vol. 8 of South African Forces, World War II.  2 vols. 

Johannesburg:  Sappers Association, 1981.  D766.97.O76. 
 
Tungay, Ronald W.  The Fighting Third.  Cape Town:  Unie-Volkspers, 1947.  410 p.  D766.97.T8. 
 
 
 
 
SPECIAL ASPECTS 
 
Anderson, Ken.  Nine Flames.  Cape Town:  Purnell, 1964.  282 p.  D766.97.A58. 

Engineers and construction. 
 
Chetty, Suryakanthie.  “’Our Victory was our Defeat’:  Race, Gender and Liberalism in the Union 

Defence Force, 1939-1945.”  In The World in World Wars:  Experiences, Perceptions and 
Perspectives from Africa and Asia.  Boston:  Brill, 2010.  pp. 457-82.  D521.W68. 

 
Clark, Nancy L.  “Gendering Production in Wartime South Africa.”  American Historical Review 

(Oct 2001):  pp. 1181-1213.  Per. 
 
Somma, Donato.  “Madonnas and Prima Donnas:  The Representation of Women in an Italian Prisoner of 

War Camp in South Africa.”  In Cultural Heritage and Prisoners of War:  Creativity behind 
Barbed Wire.  NY:  Routledge, 2012.  pp.  261-74.  D805.A2.C85. 

 
South Africa on Service:  A Pictorial Record of the Union of South Africa's Work on the Home Front, 

1939-1943.  Wash, DC:  South African Government Information Office, 1944.  80 p.  
D766.97.S68. 

 
Tinley, James M.  South African Food and Agriculture in World War II.  Stanford, CA:  Stanford, 1954. 

138 p.  HD9017.S6.T56. 
 
U.S. War Dept.  General Staff.  The British Capture of Bardia (December 1941-January 1942): 

A Successful Infantry-Tank Attack.  Wash, DC:  Military Intelligence Service, 1942.  49 p.  
U15.U632no21. 

 
 
 
 
SINCE 1945 
 
Cilliers, Jakkie, & Heinecken, Lindy.  “South Africa:  Emerging from a Time Warp.”  In The Postmodern 

Military:  Armed Forces After the Cold War.  NY:  Oxford, 2000.  pp. 242-64.  U21.5.P67. 
 


