
U.S. Army Military History Institute       Alaska 
950 Soldiers Drive 
Carlisle Barracks, PA  17013-5021 
20 May 2011 
 
 
 

U.S. ARMY IN ALASKA, 1867-1939 
 

A Working Bibliography of MHI Sources 
 
 
CONTENTS 
General Sources.......p.1 
19th Century......p.2 
Note on Jurisdiction.....p.3 
20th Century (to 1939).....p.4 
 
 
 
 
GENERAL SOURCES 
 
Mears, Frederick, Sr. & Jr.  Papers.  1 Box.  Arch. 

Chiefly correspondence of Jr, whose service in railroads covered 1909-23 and involved 
Panama RR & Alaska RR. 

 
Nielson, Jon M.  "Alaska's Military Heritage--Its Posts and Redoubts."  Periodical  (Summer 1978): 

pp. 3-23.  Per. 
Summaries of pre-WWII posts and list of units. 

 
_____.  Armed Forces on a Northern Frontier:  The Military in Alaska's History, 1867-1987.  NY:   

Greenwood, 1988.  298 p.  UA26.A42.N54. 
Extensive bibliography. 

 
U.S. Army, Alaska.  The U.S. Army in Alaska:  Department of the Army Pamphlet 360-5, dated Jul  

1972.  146 p.  UA27.A73.U542. 
 
_____.  Building Alaska with the United States Army:  Department of the Army Pamphlet 380-5, dated  

Oct 1965.  115 p.  UA27.A73.U542. 
 
U.S. War Dept.  Annual Reports of the Secretary of War, 1867-1939.  UA24's. 

See reports of Dept of Alaska, Dept of Columbia, Div of the Pacific, and elsewhere. 
 
Wickersham, James.  A Bibliography of Alaska Literature, 1724-1924.  Alaska Agriculture College, 

1927.  635 p.  Z1255.W63. 
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19TH CENTURY 
 
Bulkley, C.S.  Papers. 1 bx.  Arch. 

Russian-American telegraph line, 1865-97. 
 
Carpenter, John.  Sword and Olive Branch:  Oliver Otis Howard.  Pittsburgh, PA:  U  Pittsburgh, 1964. 

pp. 244 & 338.  E467.1.H8.C3. 
 
Farnsworth, Robert J.  "An Army Brat Goes to Alaska."  Alaska Journal  (Summer 1977):  pp. 160-65. 

Per. 
Recollections on Tanana and the Yukon, 1899. 

 
Ganoe, William A.  The History of the United States Army.  NY:  Appleton, 1924.  609 p.  E181.G19. 

Brief accounts of activities in Alaska appear on pp. 317-18, 349 and 369. 
 
Goetzmann, William H.  Exploration and Empire:  The Explorer and the Scientist in the Winning of the 

American West.  NY:  Vintage, 1966.  694 p.  F591.G622. 
See pp. 399-401 on CPT Charles Raymond's 1869 expedition. 

 
Herron, Joseph A.  Explorations in Alaska, 1899, for an All-American Over-Land Route from Cook Inlet, 

Pacific Ocean, to the Yukon.  Wash, DC:  Military Information Division, 1901.  77 p.  
U15.U52no.31. 

 
Hinckley, Ted C.  The Americanization of Alaska, 1867-97.  Palo Alto:  Pacific Books, 1972.  285 p. 

F908.H64. 
Scattered coverage; see index. 

 
Howard, Oliver.  Autobiography of Oliver Otis Howard, Major General United States Army.  Vol. II. 

NY:  Baker & Taylor, 1907.  610 p.  E467.1.H8.A3. 
See pp. 476-77 for brief account of 1875 trip. 

 
_____.  My Life and Experiences Among Our Hostile Indians....  Hartford:  Worthington, 1907.  570 p. 

E83.866.H84. 
See pp. 302-20 on his 1875 visit. 

 
Hulley, Clarence C.  Alaska, 1741-1953.  Portland, OR:  Binfords & Mort, 1953.  406 p.  F904.H84. 

See pp. 203-12 on military occupation, 1867-78. 
 
International Polar Expedition, 1882-83.  Report of the International Polar Expedition to Point Barrow, 

Alaska....  Wash, DC:  GPO, 1885.  695 p.  Q115.I6.U6. 
Ray expedition. 

 
Lain, Bobby.  "North of Fifty-Three:  Army, Treasury Department, and Navy Administration of Alaska, 

1867-84."  PhD dss, U TX-Austin, 1974.  394 p.  F908.L35. 
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Laufe, Abe, editor.  An Army Doctor's Wife on the Frontier:  Letters from Alaska and the Far West, 

1874-78.  Pittsburgh, PA:  U Pittsburgh, 1962.  352 p.  E168.F547. 
See pp. 1-193, letters from Sitka, 1874-75. 

 
Marsett, Robert.  “Journey Through the Wilderness:  Lieutenant Henry T. Allen’s 1885 Exploration of 

Interior Alaska.”  On Point  (Winter 2010):  pp. 34-41.  Per. 
 
Matloff, Maurice.  American Military History.   Wash, DC:   OCMH, Dept of Army, 1969.  pp. 295-97. 

E181.M33. 
Succinct account. 

 
Remsberg, Stanley.  "United States Administration of Alaska:  The Army Phase, 1867-77:  A Study in 

Federal Governance of an Overseas Possession."  2 vols.  PhD dss, U WI, 1975.  JK9525.R4. 
 
Schwatka, Frederick.  Report of a Military Reconnaissance in Alaska in 1883.  Wash, DC:  GPO, 1885. 

121 p.  F908.S32. 
 
Sorley, L. S. History of the Fourteenth United States Infantry, from January 1890 to December, 1908. 

Chicago:  Lakeside, 1909.  155 p.  #603-14.1909. 
See pp. 9-10 on 1898 service. 

 
Spaulding, Oliver L.  The United States Army in War and Peace.  NY:  Putnam's, 1937.  pp. 372-77. 

E181.S78. 
Concise account of late 19th century. 

 
Stubbs, Valerie K.  "The U.S. Army in Alaska, 1867-77:  An Experiment in Military Government." 

MA thesis, American U, May 1956.  285 p.  UA11.5.S88. 
 
_____.  "U.S. Troops in Alaska, 1867-77."  Military Collector & Historian  (Spring 1960):  pp. 6-8.  Per. 
 
U.S. Army.  Dept of Columbia.  General Orders, Circulars, and Memorandums, 1874-80.  UA25s(?) 
 
U.S. Congress.  Committee on Mil Affairs.  Compilation of Narratives of Explorations in Alaska. 

Wash, DC:  GPO, 1900.  856 p.  F704.C65. 
 
U.S. War Dept.  Military Information Division.  Reports of Explorations in the Territory of 

Alaska...1898.  464 p.  U15.U52no.25. 
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NOTE-Termination of War Department Jurisdiction, 1877 
 
The transfer of jurisdiction and responsibility in Alaska from the War Department to the Treasury 
Department was agreed upon in an exchange of formal letters, dated 17 and 24 March 1877, between 
Secretary of War George W. McCrary and Secretary of the Treasury John Sherman.  Copies of these 
exchanges are in the National Archives (Records of the Office of the Adjutant General, Microcopy 
M666, Reel #358), according to the footnotes of the Lain study cited below. 
 
Once the mutual agreement had been reached at the departmental level and President Hayes approved it, 
the Army withdrew from its Alaskan garrisons at Sitka and Fort Wrangel, coordinating the exodus with 
the arrival of Treasury officers and a revenue cutter.  Orders to this effect appeared in the Army's 
Division of the Pacific and Department of the Columbia in April and May 1877.  The last Army troops 
departed Alaska 16 June 1877.  See. 
 
 

Lain, cited above.  pp. 205-13. 
 

Remsberg, Stanley R.  "United States Administration of Alaska…, cited above.  pp. 422-32 & 
702-06.  JK9525.R4pt.2. 

 
U.S. Army.  Department of the Columbia.  General Orders, General Field Orders, Circulars and 

Memoranda, Department of the Columbia for 1877.  Portland, OR, 1978.  
KF7335.C86.A293. 
See General Order No. 13, dated 23 May 1877, pp. 28-29. 

 
 
 
 
20TH CENTURY (to 1939) 
 
Corlett, Charles H.  Cowboy Pete:  The Autobiography of Major General Charles H. Corlett.  Santa Fe: 

Sleeping Fox, 1974.  127 p.  E745.C67.A33. 
See Chap VI. 

 
_____.  Draft manuscript of autobiography.  Arch.   

Describes his 1913-14 tour in Alaska as 2LT with 30th Infantry, pp. 44-71.  Arch. 
 
Gerhardt, Charles.  Memoirs.  Arch. 
 
Gordon, Robert W.  "Defending our Last Frontier."  Infantry Journal  (Jul/Aug 1935):  pp. 317-21.  Per. 
 
Greely, Adolphus W.  Reminiscences of Adventure and Service.  NY:  Scribner's, 1927.  356 p. 

E181.G79. 
See Chap XX on his activities, 1900-08. 
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Helmick, Eli & Charles.  Papers.  1 Box.  Arch. 

Duty in Alaska, 1906-08. 
 
Mongin, Alfred.  Bibliography of Published Reports of the Alaska Road Commission, 1905-57. 

Part I:  1905-25.  Anchorage:  Alaska Div of Parks, 1977.  22 p.  Z7295.M66. 
Annotated list of the ARC's annual reports. 

 
7th U.S. Infantry in Alaska, 1899-1902.  Spanish-American War Veterans Survey Inventory.  Arch. 

Completed questionnaires and other materials. 
 
Tatum, John M.  "A Spell on the Yukon."  Infantry Journal   (Jan/Feb 1937):  pp. 32-35.  Per. 

Fort Gibbon, ca 1917, with photos. 
 
U.S. Army.  Quartermaster Corps.  Illustrations of Alaskan Clothing.  Wash, DC:  GPO, 1914.  32 p. 

UC463.A7. 
Photo-illustrations, no text. 

 
_____.  7th Infantry Regiment.  "A Brief Outline of the History of the Seventh United States Infantry...." 

Fort Leavenworth, KS, Dec 1912.  28 p.  #603-7.1912. 
See p. 10 on Alaskan duty of Cos E, F and L, 1900-02. 

 
_____.  22nd Infantry Regiment.  History of the Twenty-Second United States Infantry, 1866-1922.  n.p., 

1922.  162 p.  #603-22.1922. 
See Chap XV on 1908-10 service in Alaska. 

 
U.S. Congress.  House.  Committee on the Territories.  Alaska:  Hearings Before the Committee on 

Territories on H. R. 5694.  67th Congress, 1st session, 1921.  666 p.  HC107.A4.U55. 
See pp. 99-105 & 373-86, for statements by COL Richardson and MAJ Edgerton. 

 
_____.  Supplemental Hearings.  138 p.  HC107.A4.U55-1921. 

See statement by MG Lansing on pp. 124-26; also see pp. 127-29. 
 
U.S. War Dept.  Military Reservations, 1937-43:  Alaska.  Wash, DC:  GPO, 1938.  19 p.  UB393.A40. 
 
Wick, Albert J.  "Alaska:  Its Relation and Its Value to the United States."  Coast Artillery Journal 

(Jul 1928):  pp. 1-10.  Per. 
 


