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GENERAL SOURCES 
 
U.S. Army.  Corps of Engineers.  A Study of United States Army Family Housing Standardized Plans. 

6 vols.  Atlanta, GA:  Coll Architecture, GA Institute Technology/GPO, 1986.  UC403.S78. 
Covers 1860-1940.  Vols. II-V contain actual plans. 

 
 
 
See also: 
-Bibliography on Barracks & Furnishings in Buildings/Quarters. 
 
 
 
 
19TH CENTURY 
 
Brown, William L., III.  The Army Called It Home:  Military Interiors of the 19th Century.  Gettysburg, 

PA:  Thomas Pubs, 1992.  232 p.  UC403.B76. 
Profusely illustrated description of quarters, barracks & other buildings. 

 
Clary, David A.  These Relics of Barbarism:  A History of Furniture in Barracks and Guardhouses of the 

United States Army, 1800-80.  Contract study prepared for Harpers Ferry Center, NPS, 1981.  
612 p.  UC403.C57. 

 
Herskovitz, Robert M.  Fort Bowie Material Culture.  Tucson, AZ:  U AZ, 1978.  161 p.  UA26.B68.H47. 

See pp. 65-69 and Chap 4 on government-issued dishes at western posts. 
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20TH CENTURY 
 
 
Aurand, Henry S.  "Housing for Army Families."  Army Information Digest  (Oct 1948):  pp. 2-8.  Per. 

By Director of Logistics, General Staff. 
 
Brauer, Roger L., & Dressel, David L..  Occupant’s Opinions of Military Housing:  Responses to 

Open-Ended Questions in Army Portion of Tri-Services Survey.  Champaign, IL:  Construction 
Engineering Research Laboratory, 1974.   103 p.  UG25.C36.T43no.D-27.  

 
Clay-Mendez, Deborah, & Siegel, Lisa.  Military Family Housing in the United States.  Wash, DC: 

Congressional Budget Off, 1993.  66 p.  UB403.C53. 
 
Dressel, David L., [et .al.].  Army Family Housing:  Preferences and Attitudes About Housing Interiors. 

Champaign, IL:  Construction Engineering Research Laboratory, 1975.  3 vols. 
UG25.C63.T43no.D-48. 

Vol. 1-Methodology and General Results:  Preferences of Occupants in Military Family 
Housing.  Vol. 2-Preferences.  

 
Ewing, Maskell.  Diary.  Arch. 

Includes information on furnishings of officers quarters, Ft. Monroe, 1920. 
 
Hamrick, Tom.  "Mobile Homes:  Paradise or Purgatory?"  Army  (Sep 1973):  pp. 23-27.  Per. 
 
Knight, R. C., [et .al.].  Attitudes and Preferences of Occupants of Military Family Housing  

Communities, Volume 1, Executive Digest.  Champaign, IL:  Construction Engineering Research 
Laboratory, 1974.  69 p.  UG25.C36.T43.no.D-22. 

 
Ludvigsen, Eric C.  "Everyone Talks About Family Housing, But..."  Army  (Mar 1970):  pp. 24-30.  Per. 
 
Mihalak, Joseph, & Avesian, Joseph L.  Evolution of Family Housing, Selfridge Air National Guard 

Base, Clemens, Michigan.  Warren, MI:  Tank-Automotive Command, 1988.  51 p.  
UH454.S44.M54. 

 
Reece, Beth.  “Military Housing:  Civilian Style:  Are You Ready for New Digs.”  Soldiers  (Oct 2004): 

pp. 24-27.  Per. 
Residential Communities Initiative Program. 

 
U.S. Commission on Civil Rights.  Family Housing and the Negro Serviceman:  1963 Staff Report. 

Wash, DC:  By the Commission, 1964?  48 p.  E185.89.H6.U47. 
 
U.S. Dept of Army.  Family Housing Study Group.  Housing for the Military Family:  A Study for the 

Secretary of the Army.  Wash, DC:  DA, 1967.  UC403.U54. 
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_____.  Office of Personnel Ops.  Standards & Systems Off.  DA Survey of Installation Commanders 

Concerning Family Housing.  Wash, DC:  DA, 1966?  64 p.  UC403.D39. 
 
_____.  DA Survey of Married Male Military Personnel Concerning Family Housing.  Wash, DC: 

DA, 1967.  269 p.  UC403.D37. 
 
U.S. Dept of Defense.  European Support Study.  7 vols.  Wash, DC:  DOD, 1968.  UA26.E85.E97. 

See Vol. 6, “Military Housing Working Group Report.” 
 
U.S. Dept of Defense.  Housing Commission.  "Final Report and Recommendations…."  Mimeograph, 

1951?  ca 200 p.  UC403.U53. 
 
 
 
See also: 
-Bibliography on Army Wives in Family Members. 
 
 
 
 
"RANKING OUT" OF QUARTERS CUSTOM 
 
The 19th century practice of superior officers "ranking out" junior officers from assigned quarters was not 
only authorized by published regulations, but extended well into the 20th century.  The earliest authority 
found the superior's prerogative to choose any quarters appears in the 1821 General Regulations (p. 189). 
Explicit authority for the junior's displacement first appeared in 1835 General Regulations (pp. 147-48) 
and this provision remained in the regulations virtually unchanged until the 1920s.  See: 
 

Revised Regulations, 1861, p. 161. 
Regulations, 1889, p. 115. 
Regulations, 1910, p. 183. 
Regulations, 1913, Corrected to 1917, p. 206. 
Army Regulations, 1923, p. 573. 

 
A concise explanation of the term "to rank out" appears in Dictionary of Soldier Talk by John R. Elting 
(NY:  Scribner's Sons, 1984).  Although the compilers state that after 1918 the practice vanished, there 
appears to be a lingering right of displacement in Army Regulations 210-70 (20 Aug 1934), p. 12.  All 
editions of this regulation from 1925 through World War II contained the proviso that an officer's 
quarters assignment could be terminated when those quarters were required by a superior officer.  This 
proviso finally disappeared in 1947 when AR 210-10 was published, as can be noted on p. 11. 
 
 
 
See also: 
- Papers of Groves-Griffiths-Chaffin-Wilson Family, Arch. 
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NOTE:  HEAVY FURNITURE 
 
Heavy furniture was not furnished by US Government before 1908.  See: 

Erna Risch, Quartermaster Support of the Army, p. 211,  UC34.R57. 
John Albright, Fort Larned, p. 116. UA26.L38.A5. 
Sec of War Reports, 1904, Vol. 2, p. 2 & 1905.  Vol. 2, pp. 26-27.  

 
First authorization for such appeared in 1908 appropriations.  See: 

Army-Navy Journal  (2 Nov 1907):  p. 215 & (7 Dec 1907):  p. 347. 
War Dept General Orders No. 48, 8 Mar 1907, p. 18. 
Special Orders No. 159, 9 Jul 1907, Para 15. 
General Orders No. 58, 17 Apr 1908, Para 1. 
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