
U.S. Army Military History Institute        Burials 
950 Soldiers Drive 
Carlisle Barracks, PA  17013-5021 
20 May 2011 
 
 
 

EARLY BURIALS OF US WAR DEAD 
 

A Working Bibliography of MHI Sources 
 
 
CONTENTS 
General Survey.....p.1 
Revolutionary War Through 1830s…..p.2 
Mexican War.....p.3 
 
 
 
 
GENERAL SURVEY 
 
Since 1775, the US Army Quartermaster Dept has held primary responsibility for the disposition of 
deceased military personnel.  Until the 20th century, battlefield conditions rather than official policy 
appear to have influenced the where and how of burials. 
 
Information is scarce on disposition of remains during the Revolutionary War.  Battlefield burials receive 
no mention in histories of the war of its battles, nor in the 39-volume Writings of George Washington or 
Erna Risch's Supplying Washington's Army…. 
 
Research here also uncovered no substantive info on care of the dead during the War of 1812, the 
Seminole Wars, or the Black Hawk War.  Post-battle conditions determined how, if at all, soldiers were 
buried.  Efforts to move the remains to nearby post cemeteries, if practicable, appear to have been made. 
 
Large numbers of deaths from both disease and combat occurred outside the US for the first time during 
the Mexican War.  Secondary sources here reveal little info on disposition of soldiers who died of 
disease or in battle.  They were probably buried near their place of death.  In 1850, Congress 
appropriated funds for a military cemetery in Mexico City, the first such cemetery established either at 
home or abroad.  Several hundred bodies were eventually exhumed from Mexican War battle sites and 
relocated there. 
 
Early in the Civil War, hasty and mass burials occurred without benefit of identification and 
documentation, because the large number of casualties were both unanticipated and unmanageable.  As 
late in the war as 1863, specific reference to mass graves appears in the report of Samuel Weaver, who 
was responsible for relocating Union dead from battlefield gravesites to the newly-established National 
Cemetery after the Jul 1863 Battle of Gettysburg.  By war's end, however, the National Cemetery system 
became firmly entrenched in the Federal government. 
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For the various Indian Wars sites, see National Park Service's Soldier and Brave:  Historic Places 
Associated With the Indian Wars in the Trans-Mississippi West (Wash, DC:  NPS, 1971; E81U55).  It 
lists historic sites, describes their significance and present condition, and includes info on extant 
cemeteries. 
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