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GENERAL SOURCES-Hankow Volunteers 

 

Several candidates for the coin-inscribed term emerge from a search of the sources listed below. 

 

1. In Dec 1937, the Chinese Nationalist government fled Nanking and relocated to the city of Hankow, 

which the Japanese then besieged.  From Jun to Oct 1938, some American officials assigned to the U.S. 

embassy and other civilians remained behind, a few of whom participated in the city's defense, including 

Joseph Stilwell, Evans Carlson, John Davies, Agnes Smedley and Frank Dorn.  Along with other military 

observers, consuls, and journalists, they formed an informal "Hankow Last Ditchers Club" (Hankow 

Volunteers?) 

 

2. Claire Chennault and some Russian pilots provided fighter protection for Hankow, spring, 1938.  

Chennault, at Madame Chiang's behest, organized in the city an international squadron of foreign bomber 

pilots that fall.  (Hankow Volunteers?) 

 

3. Several foreign medical missions active in Hankow during the siege are described in Agnes Smedley's 

book. 
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