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Modern heliographic signaling was developed chiefly by the British during the first half of the 19th 
century.  Not until nearly a decade after the Civil War did the US Army operate such devices.  The Signal 
Corps first tested heliographic systems in 1878, after Gen William T. Sherman had reported on British 
heliographic practices in India.  Subsequent experimentation and development led to the creation of an 
American instrument and fixed-flash method of signaling which underwent further field testing.  The first 
notable use of this military heliograph occurred in 1886 during the Apache campaign of Gen Nelson A. 
Miles, who credited his accompanying heliographic detachment with decisively bringing about the 
surrender of the elusive Geronimo.  Thereafter a heliographic system operated in the military district of 
Arizona (including New Mexico) for several years. 
 
Various experimental stations existed temporarily during this period.  At least two such stations existed 
in Utah.  Finley (cited below, pp. 63-64) provides extracts of a signal lieutenant's report of 17 Aug 1887 
that noted heliographic communications had commenced from Ft. Lewis, Colorado, to Captain Irvine's 
camp, Soldiers' Springs, on North Montezuma Creek, southeastern Utah.  The 1895 report of the Chief 
Signal Officer (cited below, Vol. I, pp. 583-85) indicates a heliograph station on Mount Ellen, Utah, 
communicated with another located on Mount Uncompahgre, CO, in 1894. 
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See also: 
-Several pertinent collections in Arch, the Order of Indian Wars, Bruno Rolak, the Signal Corps, and 
Nelson Miles Collections; General Orders 125 (1884) & 99 (1888) 
 
 


