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GENERAL/MISCELLANEOUS 
 
Albert, Stuart, & Luck, Edward C., editors.  On the Endings of Wars.  Kennikat, 1980.  174 p. 

U21.2.O5. 
See Sec II, "Victory and Defeat," and Chap 7, "Ending with Honor." 

 
Andreopoulos, George J., editor.  The Aftermath of Defeat:  Societies, Armed Forces, and the Challenge  

of Recovery.  New Haven, CT:  Yale, 1994.  195 p.  UA21.2.A33. 
 
Carroll, Bernice A.  "Victory and Defeat:  The Mystique of Dominance." In On the Endings of Wars, 

cited above.  pp. 47-71.  U21.2O5. 
 
Cohen, Eliot A.  "Military Misfortunes."  MHQ  (Summer 1990):  pp. 106-12.  Per. 

Offer conceptual model for disaster. 
 
Dixon, Norman F.  On the Psychology of Military Incompetence.  NY:  Basic, 1976.  448 p.  U22.3.D59. 

British analysis of leadership and organization. 
 
Dupuy, T.N.  International Military and Defense Encyclopedia.  6 vols.  Wash, DC:  Brassey’s, 1993. 

pp. 713-14.  U24.I58. 
 
_____.  Understanding Defeat:  How to Recover from Loss in Battle to Gain Victory in War.  NY: 

Paragon, 1990.  312 p.  U104.D852. 
 
Holley, I.B., Jr.  "Of Saber Charges, Escort Fighters, and Spacecraft."  Air University Review 

(Sep/Oct 1983):  pp. 2-11.  Per. 
Analyzes several failures and their impact on doctrine. 
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Karl, Dennis.  Glorious Defiance:  Last Stands Throughout History.  NY:  Paragon, 1990.  237 p. 

D25.K37. 
Descriptive & analytical. 

 
Langham, C.T.  "Panic."  Coast Artillery Journal  (Jul/Aug 1937):  pp. 308-15.  Per. 

8 examples of combat panic, 1743-1914, plus individual analysis on each. 
 
McLeod, Jenny, editor.  Defeat and Memory:  Cultural Histories of Military Defeat in the Modern Era.   

NY:  Palgrave Macmillan, 2008.  259 p.  D214.D44. 
 
Mayo, James M.  War Memorials as Political Landscape:  The American Experience and Beyond. 

NY:  Praeger, 1988.  307 p.  E159.M396. 
See Chap 5. 

 
Perrett, Bryan.  Against All Odds!:  More Dramatic Last Stand Actions.  London:  Arms & Armour, 

1995.  225 p.  D25.P34. 
13 examples of past two centuries. 

 
Perry, James M.  Arrogant Armies:  Great Military Disasters and the Generals Behind Them.  NY: 

Wiley, 1996.  314 p.  D214.P477. 
 
Regan, Geoffrey.  Great Military Disasters:  A History of Incompetence on the Battlefield. 

NY:  Evans, 1987.  320 p.  D25.R37. 
 
_____.  Snafu:  Great American Military Disasters.  NY:  Avon, 1993.  295 p.  E181.R35. 
 
Rigg, Robert B.  "The Odds Against You."  Military Review  (Jul 1950):  pp. 31-39.  Per. 

Analysis of victories by numerically outnumbered forces. 
 
_____.  "What Does It Mean to Win?"  Army  (Feb 1966):  pp. 46-49.  Per. 
 
Tzabar, Shimon.  The White Flag Principle:  How to Lose a War and Why.  NY:  Simon & Schuster, 

1972.  150 p.  U20.T9. 
Facetious but instructive. 

 
U.S. Army.  International Military History Symposium, 1982.  The Impact of Unsuccessful Military 

Campaigns on Military Institutions, 1860- 1980:  Proceedings....  Wash, DC:  CMH, 1984. 
340 p.  U41.I58. 

 
Weir, William.  Fatal Victories.  Hamden, CT:  Archon, 1993.  264 p.  D25.9.W45. 

13 Pyrrhic victories. 
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See also: 
-Bibliographies on Casualties; Conflict Termination in Surrender; and Generalship in Generals. 
 
 
 
 
PRE-20TH CENTURY 
 
Abati, Anthony J.  "Cisterna di Littoria:  A Brave Yet Futile Effort."  Army History  (Fall 1991): 

pp. 13-21.  Per. 
6615th Ranger Force trapped and captured, 30 Jan 44. 

 
Eller, Ernest M.  "Is Defeat Inevitable?"  US Naval Institute Proceedings  (Sep 1934):  pp. 1201-.  Per. 

General Hull, Army, & Captain Hull, Navy, examined. 
 
Fleek, Sherman L.  "Fitz-John Porter:  A Scapegoat for Disaster."  Army  (Feb 1994): 

 pp. 52-56 & 58-60.  Per. 
Second Manassas, censure & vindication after 20 yrs. 

 
Floca, Samuel W., Jr.  "Isandhlwana & Little Bighorn:  A Study in Parallels."  Army  (Jan 1974): 

pp. 31-36.  Per. 
 
Foster, Gaines M.  Ghosts of the Confederacy:  Defeat, the Lost Cause, and the Emergence of the New 

South, 1865 to 1913.  NY:  Oxford, 1987.  306 p.  F215.F694. 
Broad cultural perspective. 

 
Harter, Eugene C.  The Lost Colony of the Confederacy.  Jackson, MS:  U MS, 1985.  141 p. 

F2659.A5.H37. 
Emigration and subsequent exile of the "Confederados" who remained in Brazil, by one 
of their descendants; long range cultural perspective. 

 
Mitchell, Allan.  "'A Situation of Inferiority':  French Military Reorganization after the Defeat of 1870." 

American Historical Review  (Feb 1981):  pp. 49-62.  Per. 
 
Rolle, Andrew.  The Lost Cause:  The Confederate Exodus to Mexico.  Norman, OK:  U OK, 1992. 

252 p.  F1392.A5.R64. 
 
Rosenberg, Bruce A.  "The Ghost of Major Elliot at the Little Big Horn."  Parameters  (No 1, 1974): 

pp. 58-66.  Per. 
Connects Fetterman fight (1866), incident at Battle of the Washita (1868), and the Little 
Big Horn (1876). 

 
Smith, Eric M.  "Leaders Who Lost:  Case Studies of Command Under Stress."  Military Review 

(Apr 1981):  pp. 41-45.  Per. 
American General William H. Winder, 1814; Spanish Admiral Cervera, 1898. 
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Strauss, Barry S., & Ober, Josiah.  The Anatomy of Error:  Ancient Military Disasters and Their Lessons 

for Modern Strategists.  NY:  St Martin's, 1990.  272 p.  U29.S77. 
See Chap 5. 

 
 
 
 
20TH CENTURY 
 
Baldwin, Timothy.  "Firebase Maryann Revisited."  Army  (Sep 1994):  pp. 41-44, 46-47 & 50.  Per. 

28 Mar 1971 successful attack by NVA sappers on 1/46th Infantry and ensuing 
recriminations/apologia. 

 
Bond, Brian, editor.  Fallen Stars:  Eleven Studies of Twentieth Century Military Disasters. 

NY:  Brassey's, 1991.  264 p.  D743.F29. 
 
Borer, Douglas A.  "Superpowers Defeated:  A Comparison of Vietnam and Afghanistan."  PhD dss, 

Boston U, 1993.  414 p.  DS552.5.B67. 
 
Byers, John R.  "Win, Terminate or What?"  Army  (Oct 1968):  pp. 29-34.  Per. 

Terminology of victory. 
 
Davidson, Phillip B., Jr.  "Revitalizing a Beaten Unit."  Army  (Jan 1976):  pp. 42-45.  Per. 
 
McDonald, Charles B.  "Objective Schmidt."  Three Battles:  Arnaville, Altuzzo, and Schmidt. 

In USAWWII series.  Wash, DC:  OCMH, 1952.  pp. 249-422.  D769.A533v8pt1. 
Case study of US failure, Huertgen Forest, 1944. 

 
McQuie, Robert.  "Battle Outcomes:  Casualty Rates as a Measure of Defeat."  Army  (Nov 1987): 

pp. 30-34.  Per. 
Analysis of data from WWII and Arab-Israeli Wars, 1967 & 1973, to determine 
unacceptable levels. 

 
Murray, Williamson.  "The German Response to Victory in Poland:  A Case Study in Professionalism." 

Armed Forces & Society   (Winter 1980):  pp. 285-98.  Per. 
German General Staff treated 1939 Polish campaign as if it were a defeat because of 
deficiencies perceived. 

 
Noyes, Harry F., III.  "Battle in the 'Mindfield'."  Army  (Feb 1984):  pp. 38-42 & 46-48.  Per. 
 
O'Connor, Raymond G.  "Victory in Modern War."  Journal of Peace Research  (No 4, 1969): 

pp. 367-84.  JX5166.P42. 
 
Peterson, Edward N.  The Many Faces of Defeat:  The German People's Experience in 1945. 

NY:  Lang, 1990.  369 p.  D757.P48. 
Views & anecdotes of ordinary folks. 



Military Defeat          p.5 
 
Taylor, Benjamin G., Jr.  "Operation Schmidt."  Military Review  (Aug 1954):  pp. 30-39.  Per. 

See also McDonald, "Objective Schmidt," cited above. 
 
Tsuji, Masanobu.  Japan's Greatest Victory, Britain's Worst Defeat.  [Edited by H.V. Howe]  NY: 

Sarpedon, 1993.  370 p.  D767.55.T754. 
By Chief of Ops/Plans of 25th Japanese Army. 

 
Wildman, Allan K.  The End of the Russian Imperial Army:  The Old Army and the Soldier's Revolt 

(March-April 1917).  Princeton, NJ:  Princeton, 1980.  402 p.  DK265.9.A6.W54. 
 
 
 
See also: 
-Bibliography on Unit Cohesion in Units. 
 


