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No compiled history on the subject has been found here. Two sources from which one could determine
standards of behavior expected of officers in the 19" century are Army Regulations and War Department
general courts martial orders. AR indexing under the subject "officers", for example, will suggest tasks
and obligations. A survey of court martial charges and specifications will disclose the kinds of conduct
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Specific incidents that reflect officer ethics include:

I. The Conway Cabal and the problem of disloyalty to George Washington. See Mark M. Boatner,
Encyclopedia of the American Revolution (NY: McKay, 1966, , pp.278-81).

I1. Colonel Thomas Butler's refusal to obey General James Wilkinson's order to officers and men to
keep their hair short. See T.R. Hay, Admirable Trumpeter (NY: Doubleday, Doran, 1941, pp. 228-33,;
E353.1.W6.H3).

I1l. The issue of cruelty to natives during the Philippine Insurrection. Jacob Smith, in reaction to the
1901 massacre at Balangiga, order in retaliation that all natives over ten years of age be killed, which can
be contrasted with GEN Nelson Mile's advocacy of humanitarian principles. See: Joseph L. Schott, The
Ordeal of Samar. (Indianapolis, IN: Bobbs-Merrill, 1964; DS682.S36); Thomas Fairfull, “"General
Nelson A. Miles and His Charges of Army Brutality in the Philippine Insurrection, 1902: Humanitarian
Concern or Political Ambition." (MA thesis, Duke, 1972; E181.M53.F3); and General Orders No. 80,
dated 16 Jul 1902 (MilPub-GO).




