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13-STAR U.S. FLAG 
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accepted style.  For other styles, consult the book by Grace Cooper, p. 11 of which indicates earliest 
usage of the 13-star circle in 1792.  During the Constitutional period, the common arrangement was 
either 3-2-3-2-3 or 4-5-4 (see pp. 3 & 10). 
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DISPOSAL OF U.S. FLAG 
 
According to Flags and Guidons:  Army Regulation 840-10, 23 Aug 1962, Para 116: 
 
 When a flag is in such a condition that it is no longer a fit emblem for display, it will  not be 

cast aside nor used in any way that might be viewed as disrespectful.  If not  preserved, it 
will be destroyed as a whole, privately [underlining added], preferably by  burning or by 
some other method lacking in any suggestion of irreverence or  disrespect to it as a military 
emblem. 

 
 
Sources below agree the disposition must be respectful, with burning the preferred manner.  The 
Commerce Dept's publication and the Army Reg further specify the flag be destroyed "as a whole."  
Neither the U.S. Code nor the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania's bulletin specify the disposal be done 
privately. See: 
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