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GENERAL SOURCES 
 
Beck, Alfred M.  "Official Programs Abroad."  In A Guide to the Study And Use of Military History. 

Wash, DC:  CMH, 1979.  pp. 415-30.  E181.G85. 
 
Higham, Robin, editor.  Official Histories:  Essays and Bibliographies from Around the World. 

Manhattan, KS:  U KS, 1970.  643 p.  Z6724.H6.H5. 
Includess articles on various countries' programs. 

 
Liddell Hart, B.H.  "Responsibility and Judgment in Historical Writing."  Military Affairs  (Spring 1959): 

pp. 35-6.  Per. 
Editorial commentary includes several paragraphs on problems of official history. 

 
 
 
See also: 
-Bibliographies on Applied Military History in History & Staff Rides in Training/Education. 
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GERMANY 
 
Beck, cited above, pp. 417-19.  E181.G85. 
 
Bulcholz, Arden.  Hans Delbruck & the German Military Establishment:  War Images in Conflict. 

Iowa City, IA:  U IA, 1985.  191 p.  U43.G3.B8. 
 
Charters, David A., et al, editors.  Military History and the Military Profession.  Westport, CT:  Praeger, 

1992.  240 p.  U27.M49. 
See Chap 14. 

 
Cox, Gary P.  "Of Aphorisms, Lessons, and Paradigms:  Comparing the British and German Official 

Histories of the Russo-Japanese War."  Journal of Military History  (Jul 1992):  pp. 389-401.  
Per. 

 
Prussia.  Army General Staff.  Department of Military History.  Campaign of 1866 in Germany. 

[Translated from the German]  London:  HMSO, 1872.  648 p.  DD438.P92-e. 
 
_____.  Grossen Generalstabes.  Der Feldzug von 1866 in Deutschland.  Berlin:  Mittler, 1867.  400 p. 

DD438.P92. 
Separate volume of mostly charts & a few maps. 

 
Ruge, Friedrich.  "The Progress of the German Official Histories."  Military Affairs  (Dec 1974): 

pp. 151-54.  Per. 
 
Wood, James A.  “Captive Historians, Captivated Audience:  The German Military History Program, 

1945-1961.”  Journal of Military History  (Jan 2005):  pp. 123-47.  Per. 
 
 
 
 
BRITAIN & COMMONWEALTH 
 
Beck, cited above, pp. 420-26.  E181.G85. 
 
Bercuson, David J., & Wise, S.F., eds.  The Valour and the Horror Revisited.  Montreal, Canada: 

McGill-Queens,  1994.  170 p.  D768.15V35. 
Articles on 1992 broadcast of WWII Canadian commanders & ensuing controversy. 

 
Charters, David A., et al, editors.  Military History and the Military Profession.  Westport, CT:  Praeger, 

1992.  240 p.  U27.M49. 
See Chap 2. 

 
Cox, cited above. 
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Douglas, W.A.B., & Greenhous, Ben.  "Canada and the Second World War:  The State of Clio's Art." 

Military Affairs  (Feb 1978):  pp. 24-28.  Per. 
 
Gustavson, Wes.  “’Fairly Well Known and Need Not be Discussed:’  Colonal A.F. Duguid and the 

Canadian Official History of the First World War.”  Canadian Military History  (Spring 2001):  
pp. 41-54.  Per. 

 
Leppard, Christine.  “Documenting the D-Day Dodgers:  Canadian Field Historians in the Italian 

Campaign, 1943-1945.”  Canadian Military History  (Summer 2009):  pp. 7-18.  Per. 
 
Mockler-Ferryman, A.F.  “The Collection of Material for a Regimental Record of the War.” 

Journal of the Royal United Service Institute (RUSI)  (Feb 1918):  pp. 113-19.  Per. 
 
Taylor, Kenneth.  "The Challenge of the Eighties:  World War II from a New Perspective-The Hong 

Kong Case."  Men at War.  Chicago:  Precedent, 1982.  pp. 197-212.  Per. 
Re-examines the official histories. 

 
 
 
 
RUSSIA/SOVIET UNION 
 
Beck, cited above, pp. 424-26.  E181.G85. 
 
Jessup, John E., Jr.  "Soviet Military History:  Efforts and Results."  Military Review  (Jun 1973): 

pp. 22-3.  Per. 
 
Vetock, Dennis J.  Lessons Learned:  A History of US Army Lesson Learning.  Carlisle Barracks: 

MHI, 1988.  pp. 146-49.  UA25.5.V48. 
Pragmatic use of military history during WWII. 

 
Vigor, Peter H.  "The Function of Military History in the Soviet Union."  Transformation in Russian and 

Soviet Military History:  Proceeding of 12th Military History Symposium, USAF, 1986.  Wash, 
DC:  USAF, 1990.  pp. 117-40.  U7M5. 

 
Zolotarev, V.A.  "Russian Military Historical Thought at the Turn of the Twentieth Century." 

War & Society  (May 1991):  pp. 51-62.  Per. 
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FRANCE 
 
Beck, cited above, pp. 419-20.  E181.G85 
 
French, David.  "Sir James Edmonds and the Official History:  France and Belgium."  The First 

World War and British Military History.  [Edited by Brian Bond]  Oxford:  Clarendon, 1991. 
pp. 69-86.  D522.42.F56. 

Also in RUSI  (Mar 1986), pp. 58-63. 
 
Lynn, John.  "The Publication So the Section Historique, 1899-1915."  Military Affairs  (Apr 1973): 

pp. 56-59.  Per. 
 
 
 
 
OTHER NATIONS 
 
Beck, cited above, pp. 426-29.  E181.G85. 
 
Kamphuis, P.H.  "Mars and Clio in the Netherlands:  The Military History Section, RNLA." 

Army History  (Spring 1993):  pp. 13-16.  Per. 
 
Trani, Silvia, & Battistelli, Pier Paolo.  “The Italian Military Records of the Second World War.” 

War in History  Vol. 17, No. 3 (2010):  pp. 333-51.  Per. 
 
 
 
 
UNITED STATES-General Sources 
 
Blumenson, Martin.  "Can Official History Be Honest History?"  Military Affairs  (Winter 1962-63): 

pp. 153-61.  Per. 
 
Conn, Stetson.  Historical Work in the United States Army, 1862-1954.  Wash, DC:  OCMH, 1980. 

231 p.  UA25.C6555. 
 
Doughty, Robert A., & Crackel, Theodore J.  “The History of History at West Point.”  In West Point: 

Two Centuries and Beyond.  Abilene, TX:  McWhiney Foundation, 2004.  pp. 390-434.  
U410.L1.W47. 

 
Fontenot, Gregory.  “The U.S. Army and Contemporary Military History.”  Army History  (Spring 2008): 

pp. 26-31.  Per. 
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Jessup, John E., Jr. & Coakley, Robert W, editors.  "A Century of Army Historical Work."  A Guide to 

the Study and Use of Military History.  Wash, DC:  OCMH, 1979.  pp. 285-302.  E181.G85. 
 
Naisawald, "The New Look," cited below, compares Civil War and WWII.   
 
Nelson, Harold W.  “CMH:  Keeper of the Flame, Teacher to Army of the ‘90s.”  Army  (Oct 1990): 

pp. 208-10.  Per. 
 
Reardon, Carol.  Soldiers and Scholars:  The U.S. Army and the Uses of Military History.  Lawrence, 

KS:  U KS, 1990.  270 p.  E181.R42. 
 
Stewart, Richard W., general editor.  American Military History.  Washington, DC:  CMH, 2005. 

E181.A446. 
Vol. I:  The United States Army and the Forging of a Nation, 1775-1917.  409 p. 
Vol. II:  The United States Army in a Global Era, 1917-2003.  524 p. 

 
Thomas, Robert S., compiler.  “History of the Historical Section, Army War College.”  Typescript, AWC 

Historical Section, 4 p.  U413.L1.H57. 
 
 
 
See also: 
- Bibliographies on Applied Military History & Field History in History. 
 
 
 
 
UNITED STATES-Pre-WWII 
 
Benson, C.C.  "American Military History."  Field Artillery Journal  (May/Jun 1933):  pp. 209-20.  Per. 
 
Reardon, Carol A.  "The Study of Military History and the Growth of Professionalism in the U.S. Army 

Before World War I."  PhD dss, U KY, 1987.  507 p.  U408.R42. 
See earlier & later editions. 

 
Upton, Emory.  The Military Policy of the United States.  Wash, DC:  GPO, 1907.  495 p.  UA23U754. 

An interesting case, this incomplete product represents an "officially approved" history. 
 
 
 
 
UNITED STATES-World War II 
 
Conn, Stetson.  “Preparing the Army’s History of the Second World War.”  World War II:  An Account 

of Its Documents.  Wash, DC:  Howard, 1976.  pp. 215-223.  D743.42C67. 
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Greenfield, Kent R.  The Historian and the Army.  New Brunswick, NJ:  Rutgers, 1954.  93 p.  D769.G7. 

Editorial on how veterans associations' literature tells more realistic tales than the 
official account. 

 
Kelly, C. Brian.  "The 'Underground Press' of World War II...."  World War II  (Jan 1990):  p.6.  Per. 

Editorial on how veterans' associations' literature tells more realistic tales than the 
official accounts. 

 
Love, Edmund G.  War Is A Private Affair.  NY:  Harcourt, Brace, 1959.  192 p.  D743.9.L65. 

Ten true accounts of soldiers conducting their own private affairs during WWII, related 
unofficially by an official Army historian.  On the official history program of the war, 
see especially pp. 7, 15-20, and Chap 2. 

 
Marshall, S.L.A.  Bringing Up the Rear:  A Memoir.  [Edited by Cate Marshall]  San Rafael, CA: 

Presidio, 1979.  D15.M34.A32. 
See pp. 55-6, Chap 7 & index on his participation and perspective. 

 
Naisawald, L. VanLoan.  "The New Look in Military History:  A Comparison of the United States  

Army Historical Treatment of the American Civil War and World War II."  Military Review  
(Sep 1954): pp. 13-18.  Per. 

 
Pogue, Forrest C.  Pogue’s War:  Diaries of a WWII Combat Historian.  Lexington, KY:  U KY, 

2001.  411 p.  D811.P64. 
 
Smith, Maj.  "The Historical Branch G-2; Getting the Program Underway:  Notes...."  Photostatic copy of 

draft study, n.d.  26 p.  UB223.3.H57a. 
 
Stacey, C.P.  “The American Forces in Action Series.”  Military Affairs  (Spring 1949):  pp. 47-49.  Per. 
 
U.S. War Dept.  Disposition of Records:  Pamphlet 12-5, dated Mar 1944.  144 p.  MilPub-Pam. 
 
Wiley, Bell I.  "Origins of World War II Historical Program."  Draft, OCMH, 1960.  31 p.  UA24.A7. 
 
 
 
 
UNITED STATES-Since 1945 
 
Atkins, Stephen E.  Writing the War:  My Ten Months in the Jungles, Streets and Paddies of South 

Vietnam, 1968.  Jefferson, NC:  McFarland, 2010.  217 p.  DS559.5.A85. 
19th Military History Detachment. 

 
Charters, David A., et al, editors.  Military History and the Military Profession.  Westport, CT:  Praeger, 

1992.  240 p.  U27.M49. 
See Chaps 5 & 13 on US Navy & Chaps 6 & 11 on USAF. 



Official Military History         p.7 
 
Danysh, Romana.  "Military History in the Department of Defense."  In A Guide to the Study and Use  

of Military History.  Wash, DC:  CMH, 1979.  pp. 401-14.  E181.G85. 
 
Ludvigsen, Eric C.  "Vietnam-in 21 Volumes."  Army  (Aug 1977):  pp. 30-32.  Per. 

Proposed official histories previewed. 
 
Morton, Louis.  "The Establishment of the Historical Division, WDSS:  The Struggle for Survival." 

Photostat of study, CMH, 1952.  34 p.  UB223.3.M67. 
 
Soutor, Kevin.  "To Stem the Red Tide: The German Report Series and Its Effect on American Defense 

Doctrine, 1948-54."  Journal of Military History  (Oct 1993):  pp. 653-88.  Per. 
 
Trest, Warren A.  "Projects CHECO and Corona Harvest:  Keys to the Air Force's Southeast Asia 

Memory Bank."  Aerospace Historian  (Summer 1986):  pp. 114-20.  Per. 
 
U.S. Air Force.  Hist Rsrch Agency.  Research Guide to Contemporary Historical Examination of Current 

Operations (CHECO) Reports of Southeast Asia (1961-75).  Maxwell AFB, 1992.  110 p.  
Z3228.V5.R48. 

 
U.S. Army.  Transportation Training Command.  Office of History.  Preparation of the Command Report. 

Handbook, 1961.  29 p.  U45.P735. 
 
U.S. Dept of Army.  Asst Vice Chief of Staff.  Survey Team.  Preservation of Vietnam Combat 

Operational Data.  Final report of preliminary survey, Nov 1970.  ca 300 p.  DS554.54.P73. 
Describes databases & collection methods. 

 
_____.  Military History:  Responsibilities, Policies, and Procedures:  Army Regulations 870-5, dated 

1977.  MilPub-AR. 
See earlier & later editions. 

 
Wiley, Bell I.  Historical Program of the U.S. Army, 1939 to Present.  Report, OCMH, 1963.  104 p. 

UA24.A7. 
 


