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WARRANT OFFICERS 
 

A Bibliography of MHI Sources 
 
 
Imitating the British, the US Navy included warrant officers from the beginning.  The US Army only 
established the grade in WWI for its Mine Planter Service, established Jul 1918.  Two years later, 
Congress authorized an expansion of the number and kind of Army warrant officers, but the intent seems 
more to reward previous service than to create specialists.  During WWII the warrant officer corps 
greatly expanded to meet specialized wartime needs.  After overcoming postwar problems with its 
warrant officer system, the Army developed a successful program for its highly skilled technicians by 
1960.  See: 
 
Army-Navy-Air Force Register  (3 part series):  1 Oct 1960, p. 43; 15 Oct 1960, p. 43; & 5 Nov 1960, 

p. 43.  Per. 
 
Army Officer's Guide.  39th ed.  Harrisburg, PA:  Stackpole, 1977.  pp. 179-80.  U1330442. 
 
Condor, Gladyn.  "The Warrant Officer."  Our Army  (May 1943): p. 20.  Per. 
 
Crocker, Lawrence P.  "Army Mind Planter Service 'Warranted Officers'."  Field Arty Jrnl 

(Sep/Oct 1976):  pp. 36-67.  Per. 
 
Miller, Duane E.  "They Planted Mines and It Came in WOs."  Army  (Jun 1986):  p. 43.  Per. 
 
Mouze, Vickey.  "What's A Warrant Officer?"  Soldiers  (Feb 1982):  pp. 32-33.  Per. 
 
Reno, Ted.  "The Role of the Warrant Officer."  Ordnance  (Winter 1985):  pp. 303-2.  Per. 
 
Ridley, Lynn D.  "Evolution of the Marine Warrant Officer."  Trans Corps  (Jul 1992):  pp. 32-33.  Per. 

Watercraft masters since 1942. 
 
U.S. Army.  Warrant Officer Eligibility List, 1937.  Ft Monroe, VA, 1937.  68 p.  UB408W37. 
 
U.S. Dept of Army.  Appointment of Warrant Officers in the Regular Army:  Army Regulations 601-101, 

dated Mar 1968.  9 p.  MilPub-Reg. 
 
_____.  Warrant Officer Professional Development:  Department of the Army Pamphlet 600-11, dated 

Jul 1977.  ca 150 p.  MilPub-Pam. 
See esp pp. 2-1 to 2-4. 

 



 

 

U.S. War Dept.  Warrant Officers, Appointment in Regular Army (Other than Band Leaders and Except 
Warrant Officers, Army Mine Planter Service):  AR 610-15, dated Aug 1935.  2 p.  MilPub-Reg. 
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_____.  Warrant Officers, Army Mine Planter Service:  AR 610-10, dated Feb 1926.  10 p.  MilPub-Reg. 

And later, editions on to 1944. 
 
_____.  Warrant Officer, General Provisions:  AR 610-5, dated Mar 1926.  4 p.  MilPub-Reg. 

Also subsequent changes and editions to 1946. 
 
"Warrant Officers."  Adjutant General’s School Bulletin  (Jun 1943):  pp. 44-45.  Per. 
 
(Note on Insignia) 
 
The warrant officer's eagle-in-wreath insignia worn on the service cap has remained substantially 
unchanged since 1921, although it has varied slightly in size from 1 inch to the present 1 1/2 inches.  
Gold-and-brown metal bars denoting grade insignia of warrant officers were not authorized until April 
1943.  See: 
 
Kerrigan, Evans E.  American Badges and Insignia.  NY:  Viking, 1967.  pp. 9, 11 & 59-60.  Ref. 
 
U.S. Dept of Army.  Uniform and Insignia, Male Personnel:  AR 670-5, dated Jan 1971. 

Para 14-3 & 14-6.  MilPub-Reg. 
 
U.S. War Dept.  Personnel:  Prescribed Service Uniform:  AR 600-35.  MilPub-Reg. 
 
_____.  Personnel:  Specifications for the Uniform:  AR 600-35, dated Oct 1921.  p. 13.  MilPub-Reg. 

See also Change 18 (29 Apr 1943), p.1, for authorization of metal bar insignia. 
 
 
 
See also: 
-Assn of Warrant Officers, 1920s (U56W28); AWC Curricular Files Index:  "Warrant Officers" & 
"Personnel," Arch; Lists of WOs, 1920s (U11A3W28); Bibliography on Mine Planter Service in Coast 
Defense. 
 


