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(Autumn 1988):  pp. 87-102.  Per. 
 
Hudson, Kenneth, & Nicholls, Ann.  Tragedy on the High Seas:  A History of Shipwrecks.  NY:  A&W, 

1979.  170 p.  G525.H894. 
See index of ship names. 
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-Bibliographies on Warrant Officers in Officers; Riverine Warfare in Rivers; and Transportation. 
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PRE-20TH CENTURY 
 
Gibson, Charles D.  "Military Transports, Civilian Crews, During the Civil War."  Periodical 

(Apr 1989):  pp. 3-20.  Per. 
 
_____ & E. Kay.  Marine Transportation in War:  The U.S. Army Experience, 1775-1860.  Camden, ME: 

Ensign, 1992.  180 p.  UC323.G53. 
 
Hess, Earl J.  "Northern Response to the Ironclad:  A Prospect for the Study of Military Technology." 

Civil War History  (Jun 1985):  pp. 126-43.  Per. 
 
Hunter, Alvah F.  A Year on a Monitor and the Destruction of Fort Sumter.  [Edited by Craig L. 

Symonds]  Columbia, SC:  U SC, 1987.  184 p.  E595.N33.H86. 
Aboard the Nahant, 1862-1863. 

 
Nichols, Roger L.  "Army Contributions to River Transportation, 1818-1825."  Military Affairs 

(Apr 1969):  pp. 242-48.  Per. 
 
Roberts, John C., & Webber, Richard H.  "Gunboats in the River War, 1861-1865."  US Naval Institute 

Proceedings  (Mar 1965):  pp. 83-99.  Per. 
 
Roca, Steven L.  “Presence and Precedents:  The U.S.S. Red Rover During the American Civil War, 

1861-1865.”  Civil War History  (Jun 1998):  pp. 91-110.  Per. 
 
Soberton, James.  "Advance to Contact:  British Troops Invade the Crimea, 1894."  Army Quarterly  

(Jan 1989):  pp. 61-70.  Per. 
Steam troopships used. 

 
Webber, Richard H.  Monitors of the U.S. Navy.  Wash, DC:  Naval Histories Division, 1969.  48 p. 

V860.W42. 
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SURFBOATS, MEXICAN WAR 
 
According to K. Jack Bauer (cited below) surfboats or flatboats were originally designed by naval 
officer, Lt George M. Totten, and were accepted for use by the US Army Quartermaster Dept.  These 
small craft, the first American built amphibious vessels, were constructed near Philadelphia by Cramp & 
Sons Co.  They were flat-bottomed in order to discharge its crew in the shallow water near the shoreline. 
For ease of transportation, the boats were build in three sizes, allowing them to be stacked one inside the 
other.  The largest model was 40 feet long and carried over 45 men.  The intermediate size extended over 
37 feet long and the smallest just passed 35 feet in length with a 40-man capacity.  Each craft carried a 
crew of six oarsmen, one coxswain, and a skipper. 
 
141 surfboats, at an approximate cost of $795.00 each, were ordered for the Vera Cruz operation.  
Approximately half of the available number were actually used, the remainder being delayed because of a 
lack of coordination between the services. 
 
Because this surfboat was the first US amphibious craft designed specifically for landing operation, it can 
be considered as forerunner of modern flat-bottomed landing craft. 
 
Bauer, K. Jack, Surfboats and Horse Marines:  U.S. Naval Operations in the Mexican War.  Annapolis, 

MD:  US Naval Institute, 1969.  pp. 64-88 & 114-15.  E410.B3. 
 
Cramp, Charles H.  Papers.  Box 32, Folder 12.  VFM-Arch. 

Son of surfboat's architect, Wm Cramp.  Includes details of construction and comments 
by participants of the operation. 

 
Eglin, H.W.  "General Scott's Landing at Vera Cruz, March 9, 1847."  Coast Artillery Journal 

(Jan/Jun 1928):  pp. 244-47.  Per. 
 
"In Cortes' Track:  Capture of Vera Cruz by the American Army in 1847."  Newspaper article in US War 

Dept Miscellaneous Pamphlet No 275, 1897.  pp. 89-91.  E173.P18no275. 
 
Lott, W.C.  "The Landing of the Expedition Against Vera Cruz in 1847."  Journal of the Military Service 

Institution of the US  (1899):  pp. 422-28.  Per. 
 
U.S. War Dept.  Report of the Secretary of War, 1847.  Wash, DC, 1847.  pp. 216-17.  UA24.A1. 
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1900-1940-General Sources 
 
Browning, M.R.  "Development of the Modern Convoy System."  Military Review  (Aug 1947): 

pp. 35-38.  Per. 
 
Davis, Edward.  Papers.  2 Boxes.  Arch. 

His draft mss, "Military Attaché," covers 1915-29 career, includes travel on USAT 
Crook to Philippines, 1901-02. 

 
Exterior Views and Deck Plans of Vessels of U.S. Army Transport Service.  n.p., n.d.  ca 40 p. 

UC323.U54. 
 
Knox, T.M.  "The Work of the Army's Fleet."  Quartermaster Review  (Mar/Apr 1930):  pp. 23-29.  Per. 
 
Moore, Werner Watson.  "Harbor Boats."  Quartermaster Review  (Sep/Oct 1938):  pp. 27-31 & 63. 

Descriptions and photos. 
 
Risch, Erna.  Quartermaster Support of the Army:  A History of the Corps, 1775-1939.  Wash, DC: 

OQMG, 1962.  pp. 545-55 & 715-16.  UC34.R57. 
 
U.S. Army.  Quartermaster Corps.  Ships Register:  Vessels Under the Control of the War Department, 

January, 1929.  Wash, DC:  GPO, 1929.  11 p., charts, plates.  UC323.A31. 
 
U.S. War Dept.  OQMG.  Annual Reports, 1900-1917.  UC20's. 

Section of Army Transport Service includes identification of vessels and their 
movements. 

 
_____.  Annual Reports of the Secretary of War, 1920-1941. UA24's. 

See sections on "Water Transportation" and "Harbor Boat Service." 
 
 
 
See also: 
-Bibliography on Mine Planter Service in Coast Defenses. 
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1900-1940-World War I 
 
Browning, M.R.  "Development of the Modern Convoy System."  Military Review (Aug 1947): 

pp. 35-38.  Per. 
 
Crowell, Benedict, and Wilson, Robert F.  The Road to France:  The Transportation of Troops and 

Military Supplies, 1917-18.  2 vols.  New Haven, CT:  Yale, 1931.  675 p.  D570.72.C7. 
 
Dowling, Edward J.  The Lakers of World War I.  Detroit:  U Detroit, 1967.  107 p.  VM391.D6. 
 
Gleaves, Albert.  A History of the Transport Service:  Adventures and Experiences of United States 

Transports and Cruisers in the World War.  NY:  Doran, 1921.  284 p.  D570.72.G6. 
 
Hart, Samuel.  "The Sinking of the President Lincoln."  Der Angriff  (Jan 1983):  pp. 20-22.  Per. 
 
Massman, Emory A.  Hospital Ships of World War II:  An Illustrated Reference to 39 United States 

Military Vessels.  Jefferson, NC:  McFarland, 1999.  499 p.  D807.U74.M37. 
 
U.S. Navy Dept.  American Ship Casualties of the World War, Including Naval Vessels, Merchant Ships, 

Sailing Vessels, and Fishing Craft.  Wash, DC:  GPO, 1923.  24 p.  D589.U5.A5. 
 
U.S. War Dept.  Army Transport Service:  Special Regulation #71, May 1918.  58 p.  MilPubs-SR. 
 
U.S.S. Leviathan History Committee.  History of the U.S.S. Leviathan.  NY:  Brooklyn Eagle, n.d.  219 p. 

D570.73.L4.H57. 
 
Wilgus, William J.  Transporting the A.E.F. in Western Europe, 1917-1919.  NY:  Columbia, 1931. 

612 p.  D570.72.W5. 
See esp Chaps XIX, XXV & XXVII. 

 
Wilkinson, Stephan.  “America’s Instant Fleet.”  Military History  (Jan/Feb 2008):  pp. 36-43.  Per. 
 
 
 
See also: 
-Papers of George Crouse Cook Albert Clayton Dalton, William C. Koenig (Arch), which contain 
materials pertaining to Army Transport Service, WWI; and the WWI Signal Corps Coll, PhotoArch 
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1900-1940-Concrete Ships 
 
During WWI, the Embarkation Service contracted for the construction of concrete ships.  See: 
 
Crowell, Benedict, & Wilson, Robert F.  The Road to France.  Vol. I.  New Haven, CT:  Yale, 1921. 

pp. 286-89.  D570.72.C7v1. 
 
Leland, Waldo G.,  & Mereness, Newton D.  Introduction to the American Official Sources for the 

Economic and Social History of the World War.  New Haven, CT:  Yale, 1926.  pp. 54, 76-79, 
280-87.  HC56.C33. 

 
 
The construction of nine 100-ft concrete river vessels by the Newport Shipbuilding Company at 
Newbern, NC, is mentioned on p. 287 of Crowell, cited above.  The ships were to be used at Newport 
News Port of Embarkation. 
 
Three large concrete vessels, the Atlantis, Cape Fear and Latham or McKittrick, which were constructed 
at Wilmington, NC, ca 1919, are listed on p. 1742 of Jackson C. McNairn's article "America's Forgotten 
'Crockery' Fleet," US Naval Institute Proceedings  (Dec 1941).  See also: 
 
"Concrete Battleships."  Army & Navy Register  (7 Apr 1917):  p. 403.  Per. 
 
Watt, John R.  "Wartime Ships of Stone."  Military Engineer  (Nov/Dec 1936):  p. 443.  Per. 
 
 
 
 
WORLD WAR II ERA 
 
Bogart, Charles H.  "A Doctor's Perspective on the Philippines, 1941-42."  Periodical  (Jul 1989): 

pp. 44-51.  Per.  
Reservist aboard Army transport Don Estaban, which escaped  Manila Bay, Jan 1941.  

 
Browning, David.  Warship Losses of World War Two.  London:  Arms & Armour, 1990.  256 p. 

D770B76. 
 
Brown, M.R.  "Convoy Organization in World War II."  Military Review  (Sep 1947):  pp. 52-57.  Per. 



Ships & Shipping          p.7 
 
Bunker, John G.  Liberty Ships:  The Ugly Ducklings of World War II.  Annapolis, MD:  Naval Institute, 

1972.  287 p.  D773.B83. 
See Chap 11. 

 
Bykofsky, Joseph, & Larson, Harold.  The Transportation Corps:  Operations Overseas.  In USAWWII 

series.  Wash, DC:  OCMH, 1957.  671 p.  D769.A533v6pt1v3. 
See index. 

 
Charles, Roland W.  Troopships of World War II.  Wash, DC:  Army Trans Assn, 1974.  374 p. 

D810.T8.C43. 
 
Cope, Tony.  On the Swing Shift:  Building Liberty Ships in Savannah.  Annapolis, MD: 

Naval Institute, 2009.  235 p.  D810.T8.C67. 
 
Copeland, Robert R.  Warrior Without Weapons:  An Army Medic's Life Aboard the Queen Mary During 

World War II.  Indianapolis:  Griffing-Horne, 1989.  210 p.  D807.U6.C66. 
 
Cordiner, D.C.  "Water Transport."  QM  (Mar/Apr 1940):  pp. 24-26.  Per. 

Includes photos. 
 
Falk, Stanley L.  "Army Hospital Ships in World War II."  Military Review  (Sep 1965):  pp. 85-91.  Per. 
 
Fischer, Gerald J.  A Statistical Summary of Shipbuilding Under the U.S. Maritime Commission During 

World War II.  Wash, DC:  GPO, 1949.  164 p.  VM23.F57. 
 
Grover, David H.  U.S. Army Ships and Watercraft of World War II.  Annapolis, MD:  Naval Institute, 

1987.  280 p.  VA61.G76. 
Includes lists, photos, general info & ship name index. 

 
Hoehling, A.A.  The Fighting Liberty Ships:  A Memoir.  Kent, OH:  Kent State, 1990.  166 p. 

D810.T8.H64. 
He was gunnery officer on Tampico and James Harrod, WWII. 

 
Kennett, Lee.  G.I.:  The American Soldier in World War II.  NY:  Scribner's, 1987.  265 p.  D769.1.K46. 

See pp. 110-18 on troopships. 
 
Lane, Frederic C.  Ships for Victory:  A History of Shipbuilding Under the U.S. Maritime Commission in 

World War II.  Baltimore:  Johns Hopkins, 1951.  881 p.  VM23.L36. 
 
Larson, Harold.  “Army Hospital Ships in World War II.”  Mimeo, 1944.  78 p.  D807.U6.L37. 
 
_____.  The Army's Cargo Fleet in World War II.  Wash, DC:  GPO, 1945.  199 p.  D810.T8.L37. 
 
Lenton, H.T., & Colledge, J.J.  Warship Losses of World War II:  British and Dominion Fleets.  London: 

Allan, 1964.  63 p.  D779.G7.L43. 



Ships & Shipping          p.8 
 
Masterson, James R.  U.S. Army Transportation in the Southwest Pacific Area:  1941-1947.  Wash, DC: 

GPO, 1949.  D810.T8.M37. 
 
McMurtrie, Francis E.  Jane's Fighting Ships 1941.  London:  Low, Marston, 1942.  VA40.J34. 
 
Mottey, John J., & Kelly, Philip R.  Now Hear This!  Histories of U.S. Ships in World War II. 

Wash, DC:  Zenger, 1979 reprint of 1947 edition.  282 p.  D773.M65. 
 
Patience, Kevin.  "The Bombay Explosion."  After the Battle (No 64, 1989):  pp. 1-12.  Per. 

Then-and-now photos of 14 Apr 1944 explosion of liberty ship Fort Strikine in India. 
 
Polmar, Norman & Allen, Thomas B.  "The LST."  MHQ  (Summer 1992):  pp. 68-69.  Per. 
 
_____.  World War II:  America At War, 1941-45.  NY:  Random House, 1991.  pp. 87-88.  D743.5P65. 
 
Sandelin, Clarence K.  "Put 'Em Across."  Military Review  (Jul 1946):  pp. 11-20.  Per. 
 
Sawyer, L.A., and Mitchell, W.H.  The Liberty Ships.  Cambridge, MD:  Cornell Maritime, 1970.  224 p. 

VM391.S38.  
 
_____.  Victory Ships and Tankers.  Cambridge, MD:  Cornell  Maritime, 1974.  230 p.  VM391.S39. 
 
"Ships of the Army.'"  Army Ordnance  (Jan/Feb 1945):  pp. 241-48.  Per. 

Photos of selected craft. 
 
Smith, Clarence M.  The Medical Department:  Hospital and Evacuation, Zone of and Evacuation, Zone 

of Interior.  In USAWWII series.  Wash, DC:  OCMH, 1956.  503 p.  D769.A533v6p4v1. 
See index for "hospital ships." 

 
Stokes, M.B., Jr.  "Shipping in War."  Military Review  (Sep 1947):  pp. 25-35.  Per. 
 
U.S. Army ETO.  Preparation for Overseas Movement:  Long Sea Voyage.  Pamphlet, Jul 1943.  52p. 

D810.T8.E97. 
 
U.S. Army Signal Corps, SWPA.  “Seaborne Cps: An Official History of the Southwest Pacific 
 Area Signal Corps’ Command Post Fleet.”  Monograph, Jan 1945.  30p.  D769.36.U545.  
 
U.S. Army Transportation School.  Charter of Vessels:  Army Regulation 55-515, Sep 1942.  4 p. 

MilPub-Regs. 
 
_____.  Inland Waterways in a Theater of Operations.  Monograph, Ft Eustis, VA, May 1955.  78 p. 

UA970.I54. 
 
_____.  Transportation Handbooks for Organized Reserve Corps.  5 vols.  Ft Eustis, VA, 1949. 

U422.5.H3.T72. 
Lesson plans.  See Vol. 4, Chap 3. 
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U.S. Army Service Forces.  Office, Chief of Transport.  Report of the Chief of Transportation, Army 

Service Force, World War II.  Wash, DC:  GPO, 1945.  125 p.  D769.73.A5. 
 
U.S. Coast Guard.  Public Information Division.  "U.S. Merchant Ship Losses, December 7, 1941- 

August 14, 1945 (1000 gross tons or over)."  Wash, DC, 1973(?).  40 p.  D773.U56. 
Totals and individual ships, by month. 

 
U.S. War Dept.  Hospital Ships:  Army Regulations 55-530, dated Dec 1943.  With 1 change, 4 May 

1944.  8 p.  MilPub-Reg. 
 
_____.Ocean Shipping Procedures:  Technical Manual 38-412, dated Mar 1945.  MilPub-TM. 
 
_____.  Small Boats and Harbor Craft:  Field Manual 55-130, dated Jan 1944.  85 p.  MilPub-FM. 

Includes identification of craft types and operating procedures, plus glossary. 
 
_____.  Water Transportation:  Oceangoing Vessels:  FM 55-105, dated Sep 1944.  84 p.  MilPub-FM. 

Orientation on organization and procedures in Trans Corps. 
 
_____.  Water Transportation:  TM 10-380, dated Feb 1941.  87 p.  MilPub-TM. 

Data on fleet, Mar 1940, appears on p.8. 
 
_____.  Water Transportation-General Provisions:  AR 55-305, dated Oct 1942.  2 p.  MilPub-Reg. 
 
_____.  Water Transportation Stevedoring, and Stowing:  TM 10-381, dated Jul 1942.  156 p. 

MilPub-TM. 
 
Unmacht, George F.  "Chemical Mortar Boats in the Pacific Ocean Area."  Military Review (Nov 1946): 

pp. 15-19.  Per. 
 
Wardlow, Chester.  The Transportation Corps:  Responsibilities, Organization, and Operations.  In 

USAWWII series.  Wash, DC:  OCMH, 1951.  454 p.  D769A533v6pt1v2. 
See Chap VII and index. 

 
_____.  The Transportation Corps:  Movements, Training, and Supply.  In USAWWII series.  Wash, 

DC:  OCMH, 1956.  564 p. D769A533v6pt1v2. 
See Chaps I-II. 

 
What to do Aboard a Transport:  Science From Shipboard:  A Simple Manual of Information and 

Instruction For Those Who Cross the Sea in Ships....  Wash, DC:  Sci Srv & Infantry Journal, 
1943.  265 p.  Q162W52. 

 
Wilkinson, Stephan.  “America’s Instant Fleet.”  Military History  (Jan/Feb 2008):  pp. 36-43.  Per. 

Overview of Liberty ship program. 
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SINCE 1945 
 
Allen, Scott.  "Soldiers at Sea."  Soldiers  (Nov 1990):  pp. 18-20.  Per. 
 
Black, Wm M., & Hueber, Dale A.  "Army Watercraft Operations in Southwest Asia."  Trans Corps 

(Sep 1991):  pp. 10-14.  Per. 
 
Grover, David H.  “Twilight of the Troopship.”  Vietnam  (Dec 1995):  pp. 30-36.  Per. 

His Vietnam experiences and broader insights. 
 
Hoefling, John A.  "The Army and the Elusive FDL."  Army  (Jun 1968):  pp. 48-51 & 54-56.  Per. 

Fast deployment logistics ships. 
 
Prina, L. Edgar.  "Two If By Sea...Are We Ready?"  Army  (Dec 1990):  pp. 12-16, 18 & 20-21.   Per. 

US Transport Command's sealift capability & Operation Desert Shield. 
 
Ramsey, Edward L.  "Fast Deployment Logistics Ships."  Military Review  (Jun 1968):  pp. 56-63.  Per. 
 
U.S. Army Transportation School.  Harbor Craft and Inland Waterways.  Reference Text 440, Ft Eustis, 

VA, Sep 1966.  UC323.H38. 
 
U.S. Dept of Army.  Office, Chief of Transportation.  The Transportation Corps Watercraft Fleet. 

Handbook, Wash, DC, 1960.  ca 250 p.  UC273.U54. 
Illustrations & data on each craft type, plus other, general information. 

 
_____.  Transportation Inland Waterways Services:  FM 55-26, dated Mar 1953.  62 p.  MilPub-FM. 
 
Warsinske, John.  Company Command in Vietnam...Oral History Collections.  Spec Bib 26, Nov 1990. 

ca 250 p.  Z6724.H6.U55no26. 
See Sec II, p. 151 (7 interviews). 

 
 
See also: 
-Bibliography on Riverine Operations in Rivers. 
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