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GENERAL SOURCES 
 
Atkinson, James W.  The Soldier's Chronology.  NY:  Garland, 1993.  602 p.  UA23.A78. 

Various bits of info arranged by years, 7000BC-1900. 
 
Hargreaves, Reginald.  "The Idle Hours."  Military Review  (Dec 1966):  pp. 29-35.  Per. 

Soldier amusements from ancient to modern times. 
 
Huebner, Andrew J.  The Warrior Image:  Soldiers in American Culture from the Second World War to 

the Vietnam Era.  Chapel Hill, NC:  U NC, 2008.  371 p.  E745.H84. 
 
McAndrew, Bill.  "The Soldier and the Battle."  Military History and the Military Profession.  Westport, 

CT:  Praeger, 1992.  pp. 57-72.  U27.M49. 
 
McManus, John C.  Grunts:  Inside the American Infantry Combat Experience, World War II through 

Iraq.  NY:  NAL Caliber, 2010.  518 p.  UD23.M36. 
 
Mountcastle, John W., & Kaplan, L. Martin.  “The Search for Enduring Soldier Qualities.” 

Military Review  (Jan/Feb 1996):  pp. 14-24.  Per. 
 
Osgood, Richard.  The Unknown Warrior:  An Archaeology of the Common Soldier.  Glouchestershire, 

England:  Sutton Pub, 2005.  238 p.  D25.5.O74. 
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Windrow, Martin, and Wilkinson, Frederick, editors.  The Universal Soldier:  Fourteen Studies in 

Campaign Life, A.D. 43-1944.  Garden City, NY:  Doubleday, 1971.  264 p.  U51.W542. 
 
Young, Peter.  The Fighting Man:  From Alexander the Great's Army to the Present Day.  NY:  Rutledge, 

1981.  238 p.  U27.Y68. 
Profiles of warrior types. 

 
 
 
See also: 
-Bibliographies on Morale and Women. 
 
 
 
 
PRE-MODERN 
 
Davies, Roy.  Service in the Roman Army.  NY:  Columbia, 1989.  336 p.  U35.D38. 
 
Gabriel, Richard A., & Metz, Karen S.  From Sumer to Rome:  The Military Capabilities of Ancient 

Armies.  NY:  Greenwood, 1991.  182 p.  U29.G233. 
 
Hanson, Victor D.  The Western Way of War:  Infantry Battle in Classical Greece.  NY:  Knopf, 1989.  

245 p.  U33.H36. 
 
 
 
 
EARLY MODERN 
 
Forrest, Alan.  Conscripts and Deserters:  The Army and French Society During the Revolution and 

Empire.  NY:  Oxford, 1989.  294 p.  DC151.F67213. 
 
_____.  The Soldiers of the French Revolution.  Durham, NC:  Duke, 1990.  224 p.  DC151.F67. 
 
Keep, John L.H.  "Soldiering in Tsarist Russia."  Transformation in Russian and Soviet Military History: 

Proceedings of Twelfth Military History Symposium....  Wash, DC:  USAF, 1990.  pp. 5-20.  
U7.M5. 

 
Neiberg, Michael S.  The Nineteenth Century.  In the series Soldiers’ Lives Through History. 

Westport, CT:  Greenwood Press, 2006.  205 p.  U41.N45. 
 
Moxvan, Jean.  Le Soldat Imperial, 1800-1814.  2 vols.  Paris:  Plon-Nourrit, 1904.  U768.M84. 

Vol. 1 concerns recruiting, equipment, training, pay, provisions and administration. 
Vol. 2 concerns life in the field, in battle, death-rate, prisoners, benefits and morale.  
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Watteville, H. de.  The British Soldier:  His Daily Life From Tudor to Modern Times.  London:  Dent, 

1954.  242 p.  U762.D4. 
 
 
 
 
MODERN-General Sources 
 
Berryman, Sue E.  Who Serves?  The Persistent Myth of the Underclass Army.  Boulder, CO:  Westview, 

1988.  127 p.  UB323.B45. 
 
Drea, Edward J.  "In the Army Barracks of Imperial Japan."  Armed Forces & Society  (Spring 1989): 

pp. 329-48.  Per. 
Details of a composite recruits first year, 1930s. 

 
Kindsvatter, Peter S.  "Cowards, Comrades, and Killer Angels:  The Soldier in Literature."  Parameters 

(Jun 1990):  pp. 31-49.  Per. 
Fictionalized recounting of combat experience in novels offers usable lessons and 
insights. 

 
Life in the Rank and File:  Enlisted Men and Women in the Armed Forces of the United States, Australia, 

Canada, and the United Kingdom.  Wash, DC:  Pergamon-Brassey's, 1986.  283 p.  U21.5.L53. 
 
Ropp, Theodore.  War in the Modern World.  Durham, NC:  Duke, 1959.  400 p.  U39.R6. 

See pp. 36-42, 127-28 & 181 on Europeans. 
 
Wirtschafter, Elise K.  From Serf to Russian Soldier.  Princeton, NJ:  Princeton, 1990.  215 p. 

U771.W57. 
 
 
MODERN-World War I 
 
Bristow, Nancy K.  Making Men Moral:  Social Engineering During the Great War.  NY: : NYU, 1996. 

280 p.  UH630.B75. 
 
Horne, John.  “Soldiers, Civilians and the Warfare of Attrition:  Representations of Combat in France, 

1914-1918.”  In Authority, Identity and the Social History of the Great War.  Providence, RI:  
Berghan, 1995.  pp. 223-49.  D521.A98. 

 
Seidule, James T.  “Morale in the American Expeditionary Forces during World War I.”  PhD dss, 

OH State, 1997.  273 p.  D570.S45. 
Poor, due chiefly to insufficient unit cohesion and disaffected civilian officer corps. 

 
Smith, Leonard V.  Between Mutiny and Obedience;  The Case of the French Fifth Infantry Division, 

World War I.  Princeton, NJ:  Princeton, 1994.  273 p.  D548.3.5thS63. 
See especially Chap. IV. 
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Winter, J.M.  The Experience of World War I.  NY:  Oxford, 1989.  256 p.  D521.W48. 

Separate perspectives on politicians, generals, soldiers & civilians.  Includes graphs, 
illustrations & unique data charts. 

 
 
 
See also: 
-Bibliographies on WWI forces of specific nations (Germany, Great Britain, France); AEF in 
World War I. 
 
 
MODERN-World War II 
 
Canadian Soldier’s Handbook of General Information.  Ottawa?:  Minister of Natl Defence, 1943.  80 p. 

U115.C2.C36. 
 
David, Saul.  Mutiny at Salerno:  An Injustice Exposed.  Wash, DC:  Brassey’s, 1995.  330 p. 

D759.5.51stD38. 
200 British soldiers court martialed for refusing to move with units into combat. 

 
Ellis, John.  The Sharp End:  The Fighting Man in World War II.  NY:  Scribner's, 1980.  396 p. 

D743E44. 
British and American combat soldiers. 

 
Fosdick, Roger B.  “A Call to Arms:  The American Enlisted Soldier in World War II.”  PhD dss, 

Claremont Graduate School, 1985.  485 p.  D743.F67. 
Based on official Army attitude surveys (Stouffer polls). 

 
Fritz, Stephen G.  Frontsoldaten:  The German Soldier in World War II.  Lexington, KY:  U KY, 1995. 

299 p.  D757.F75. 
 
Fukaya, Hiroichi.  "A Japanese Soldier in Andaman."  Army Qtly  (Jul 1991):  pp. 326-34.  Per. 

Memoir of garrison duty in East Indies. 
 
Hoppes, Jonna D., compiler.  Just Doing My Job:  Stories of Service from World War II.  Santa Monica, 

CA:  Santa Monica Press, 343 p.  D811.A2.J87. 
 
Kaufmann, J. E., & H. W.  The American GI in Europe in World War II.  Mechanicsburg, PA: 

Stackpole, 2009.  392 p.  D756.K37. 
 
Munson, F. P.  “Psychology of the Japanese Soldier.”  Presentation at conference, Manila, 7 May 1945. 

pp. 33-35.  D810.P7J3. 
 
Nisbet, Andrew, Jr.  “The Soviet World War II Infantryman:  A Background Study.”  Paper, USA 

Foreign Area Specialist Training Program, Jun 1960.  45 p.  DK268.3.N57. 
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MODERN-Since 1945 
 
Gal, Reuven.  A Portrait of the Israeli Soldier.  NY:  Greenwood, 1986.  273 p.  UA853.I8.G24. 
 
Miller, Laura L., & Moskos, Charles.  “Humanitarians or Warriors?:  Race, Gender and Combat Status in 

Operation Restore Hope.”  Armed Forces and Society  (Summer 1995):  pp. 615-37.  Per. 
 
 
 
See also: 
-Bibliographies on WWII forces of specific nations (Germany, Great Britain, France, Russia) and other 
bibliographies in this section. 
 
 
 
 
RURAL VERSUS URBAN SOLDIERS 
 
To resolve the contention that the rural populace makes better soldiers than urbanites will require a great 
deal of dispassionate historical, sociological and demographic study.  The prevailing opinion sides with 
the “rurals,” but that is not conclusive, and further research is necessary. 
 
One research approach would be to examine rosters of elite units, noting the home residences.  Examples 
of elite units include Rogers' Rangers and Washington's Life Guard in the 18th century, Berdan's 
Sharpshooters in the Civil War, the volunteer cavalry in the Spanish- American War, ranger battalions of 
World War II, and the Vietnam-era Special Forces. 
 
Other approaches would compare the military service of the agrarian South and the urban North in the 
Civil War and later wars, plus checking hometowns of Medal of Honor recipients. 
 
For information on the origins of soldiers of major American wars, see: 
 
Baldwin, Fred D.  "The American Enlisted Man in World War I."  PhD dss, Princeton, 1964.  p. 62. 

U766.B24. 
Just over 25% of the Class I men who registered for the first draft in Jun 1917 were 
"engaged in agriculture" 

 
U.S. Selective Service.  Director.  Selective Service and Victory:  The 4th Report of the....  Wash, DC: 

GPO, 1948.  709 p.  UB343.A315v4. 
Through Jun 1945, 11% of the men inducted were farmers and farm laborers. 
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U.S. War Dept.  Office, Provost Marshal General.  Second Report of the Provost Marshal General...on 

Operations of the Selective Service System to December 20, 1918.  Wash, DC:  GPO, 1919. 
p. 407.  UB343.A56. 

Of the 2,680,000 men placed in Class I, 750,000 were farmers. 
 
Wiley, Bell I.  The Life of Billy Yank.  Indianapolis, IN:  Bobbs-Merrill, 1952.  p. 304.  E607.W49. 

Indicates nearly half the union soldiers were farmers. 
 
_____.  The Life of Johnny Reb.  Indianapolis, IN:  Bobbs-Merrill., 1943.  p. 330.  E607.W5. 

In a sampling of 9,000, 5,600 were farmers. 
 
As a footnote to any statistics on the occupations of WWII soldiers, one must note the blanket 
agricultural deferment from conscription.  For information on that program,, see the Selective Service 
System's Agricultural Deferment (Wash, DC:  GPO, 1947; UB3343A3213no.7).  Needless to say, a draft, 
especially one without large-scale deferments, would merely reflect the occupational patterns of  
the society at large.  It would be more useful for you to study the occupations of volunteer enlistees, but 
such statistics may only be available in the National Archives. 
 
Other useful sources on American soldiers: 
 
 
Bolton, Charles K.  The Private Soldier under Washington.  NY:  Scribner's, 1902.  258 p.  E255.B69. 
 
Linderman, Gerald F.  The Mirror of War:  American Society and the Spanish-American War. 

Ann Arbor. MI:  U MI, 1974.  227 p.  E169.1.L5435. 
See Chap III, "The War and the Small-town Community." 

 
Moskos, Charles C., Jr.  The American Enlisted Man.  NY:  Sage, 1970.  274 p.  U766.M56. 
 
Stouffer, Samuel A., et al.  The American Soldier.  Vols. I-II.  NJ:  Princeton U, 1949.  U22.3.S78. 
 
Incidentally, an English soldier of the late 18th and early 19th centuries who, as a journalist, defended the 
lowly soldier and wrote convincingly about the virtues of rural life was William Cobbett, a biography of 
whom has recently been published.  See George Spater, William Cobbett:  The Poor Man's Friend, 2 
vols. (NY:  Cambridge, 1982). 
 
Support for rural superiority appears in a study of the soldiers of the Indian War, Don Rickey's Forty 
Miles a Day on Beans and Hay (Norman:  UP of OK, 1963; F594R5).  Rickey reports that "men from the 
smaller towns and rural communities were believed to make the best soldiers."  (p. 22).  A 1909 
publication provides a clue to the basis of that belief:  The Story of the Soldier (NY:  Appleton, 1909; 
E181F73), on page 84 of which author George A. Forsyth notes the emphasis placed upon familiarity 
with firearms, a rural characteristic. 
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To pursue historically the subject of city-versus-country health see the extensive literature on the subject 
and such general studies as these: 
 
McNeill, William H.  Plagues and Peoples.  Garden City, NY:  Doubleday, 1976.  369 p.  RA649.M3. 

See for example, pp. 66, 98 and 275. 
 
Mumford, Lewis.  The City in History.  NY:  Harcourt, Brace & World, 1961.  657 p.  HT111.M8. 
 
Incidentally, an English soldier of the late 18th and early 19th centuries who, as a journalist, defended the 
lowly soldier and wrote convincingly about the virtues of rural life was William Cobbett, a biography of 
whom has recently been published.  See Spater, William Cobbett:  The Poor Man's Friend, cited above. 
 


