
 

 

U.S. Army Military History Institute        Tactics 
Historical Services Division 
950 Soldiers Drive 
Carlisle Barracks, PA  17013-5021 
21 Jun 06 
 
 
 

REVERSE SLOPE DEFENSE 
 

A Working Bibliography of MHI Sources 
 
 
CONTENTS 
Gen/Misc.....p.1 
Pre-20th Cent....p.1 
1900-1939.....p.2 
World War II....p.2 
Korean War....p.3 
Since 1953.....p.3 
 
 
 
 
GENERAL/MISCELLANEOUS 
 
Paschall, Rod.  "Surprise Over the Hill."  MHQ  (Summer 1990):  pp. 104-05.  Per. 

Historical perspective on reverse-slope defense. 
 
 
 
 
PRE-20TH CENTURY 
 
Seymour, William.  Yours to Reason Why:  Decision in Battle.  NY:  St. Martin's, 1982.  pp. 146-57. 

D25S45. 
Classic early (earliest?) example at Waterloo. 

 
Wagner, Arthur L.  Organization and Tactics.  6th ed.  Kansas City, MO:  Hudson-Kimberly, 1897. 

pp. 172-73.  U102W3. 
Places reserves on the reverse slope. 

 
 
 
See also: 
-Biographies & studies of the Duke of Wellington, who favored the tactic in Spain & at Waterloo. 
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1900-1939 
 
U.S. War Dept.  Field Service Regulations, United States Army, 1913.  Wash, DC:  GPO, 1913. 

pp. 174-76 & 220-21.  U173A5. 
First appearance of reverse slope tactic in formal doctrine. 

 
_____.  Field Service Regulations, United States Army, 1923.  Wash, DC:  GPO, 1923.  pp. 86-87. 

U173A5. 
 
U.S. Army.  Infantry Drill Regulations (Corrected to 1917).  Wash, DC:  GPO, 1917.  pp. 118-19. 

UD160A5. 
 
 
 
 
WORLD WAR II 
 
Appleman, Roy E., et al.  Okinawa:  The Last Battle.  In USAWWII series.  Wash, DC:  DA Hist Div, 

1948.  pp. 26, 45-56, 63-76, & 84-104, 249-74 & 473.  D769A533v2pt11. 
 
Emery, Guy.  "Defense of Reverse Slopes."  Inf Jrnl  (Jan 1945):  pp. 29-31.  Per. 
 
Foxx, A.G.  "Reverse Slopes."  Inf Jrnl  (Nov 1944):   pp. 10-11.  Per. 

Initial American encounters with German techniques. 
 
Jackson, Charles A.  "Reverse Slope Defense."  Inf Sch Qtly  (Jan 1956):  pp. 32-38.  Per. 

38th Infantry Division studied & used the technique, Italy. 
 
Thorton, Milton M.  "Try the Reverse Slope."  Inf Jrnl  (Feb 1944):  pp. 32-38.  Per.  

Battle of Gafsa-el Guettar, Tunisia. 
 
U.S. Army Ground Forces.  Observer Board, Mediterranean Theater.  "Report on Infantry."  By COL 

H.J.P. Harding.  Report No A-127, 26 Feb 1944.  D766.82U5v5. 
Remarks re 2nd Battalion, 180th Infantry Reigment, Italy. 

 
U.S. War Dept.  Field Service Regulations, Operations:  Field Manual 100-5, dated 1941.  pp. 139-41. 

MilPub-FM. 
 
_____.  _____.  dated Jun 1944.  pp. 162-63.  MilPub-FM. 
 
Vetock, Dennis J.  Lessons Learned:  A History of US Army Lessons Learning.  Carlisle Bks:  MHI, 
 1988.  pp. 63-64.  UA25.5V48. 
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KOREAN WAR 
 
Mueller, Edmund L.  "Reverse Slope Defenses."  Infantry School Quarterly  (Oct 1950):  pp. 128-40. 

Per. 
 
Perez, Gines.  "On Top of the Ridgeline."  Infantry School Quarterly  (Jan 1953):  pp. 58-63.  Per. 

Firsthand account of his doctrinal adaptation. 
 
Tactics and Technique of Infantry.  Vol. I:  Infantry Tactics.  Harrisburg, PA:  Mil Srv Pub, 1953. 

pp. 286-87.  UD160T3. 
 
U.S. Army Ctr for Lessons Learned.  Bulletin No 1-88  (Apr 88).  23 p. U719.5B84. 

Experiences from WWII forward.  See pp. 10-12. 
 
U.S. Dept of Army.  Field Service Regulations, Operations:  FM 100-5, dated Aug 1949.  pp. 122-25. 

MilPub-FM. 
 
_____.  Infantry Battalion:  FM 7-20, dated Mar 1950.  pp. 238-85.  MilPub-FM. 
 
Vetock, Lessons Learned, cited above, p. 84. 
 
 
 
 
SINCE 1953 
 
U.S. Dept of Army.  The Infantry Battalion:  FM 7-20, dated Dec 1969.  Chap 5, pp. 38-29.  MilPub-FM. 

Also ed of Apr 78, Chap 5, p.17. 
 


