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GENERAL 

 

Company of Military Historians.  Military Uniforms in America.  4 vols.  Novato, CA:  Presidio, 1982 & 

1988.  ca 300 p.  UC480.M54. 

Representative uniforms shown. 

 

Davie, James C.  "Evolution of the Military Uniform."  2 pts.  Quartermaster Review  (Mar/Apr 1943): 

pp. 61-62 & 122-24 &  (May/Jun 1943):  pp. 63-64 & 122-24.  Per. 
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"The Evolution of the Uniform."  Quartermaster Review  (Mar/Apr 1928):  pp. 17-20.  Per. 

 

Holabird, S.B.  “Army Clothing.”  Journal of the Military Service Institute of the US  (1881): 

pp. 355-87.  Per. 

Surveys US Army uniform history. 

 

Jeffries, Olen C.  "Military Uniforms:  A Selected and Annotated Bibliography."  Ft Sill, OK:  Artillery 

Library, 1955.  27 p.  Z6724.U5.J43. 

 

Long, Oscar F.  Changes in the Uniform of the Army:  1774-1895.  Wash, DC:  Army & Navy Register, 

n.d.  UC483.L66. 

 

Ludington, M.I.  Uniform of the Army of the United States from 1774 to 1889.  Wash, DC:  QMG, 1889. 

UC483.A3Oversize. 

Includes color plates by R.A. Ogden and uniform regulations. 

 

Marshall, Max L.  "From Homespun to Army Green."  Army Information Digest  (Dec 1954):  pp. 10-26. 

Per. 

 

Meyler, David W.  "Dressed to Kill:  The Role of Uniforms in Military History."  Command Magazine 

(Nov/Dec 1993):  pp. 42-47.  Per. 

 

Military Collector & Historian, 1949-.  Per. 

See cumulative index covering 1949-63. 

 

Nelson, Harry L.  Uniforms of the United States Army.  2 vols.  NY:  T. Yoseloff. 1959.  UC483.A35. 

 

Rankin, R.H.  "Story of Army Uniforms."  4 parts.  National Guardsman  (Mar, Apr, May & Jun):  10 p. 

Per. 

 

Risch, Erna.  Quartermaster Support of the Army:  A History of the Corps, 1775-1939.  Wash, GPO, 

1962.  796 p.  UC34.R5. 

See index. 

 

Urwin, Gregory J.  The United States Infantry:  An Illustrated History 1775-1918.  NY:  Sterling, 1988. 

176 p.  UD23.U78. 

Includes lavish illustrations of uniforms. 

 

US Army.  Off of QM General.  Heraldic Branch.  Files on microfilm.  ca 200 reels.  MF. 

See history of uniforms, 1776-1950, Reels #80-127. 

 

Windrow, Martin, & Embleton, Gerry.  Military Dress of North America, 1665-1978.  NY:  Scribner's, 

1973.  UC483.W46. 
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REVOLUTIONARY WAR 

 

Copeland, Peter F.  Working Dress in Colonial and Revolutionary America.  Westport, CT:  Greenwood, 

1977.  223 p.  GT607.C66. 

See Chap 8. 

 

Curtis, John Obed, & Guthman, W.H.  New England Militia Uniforms and Accoutrements.  Sturbridge, 

MA:  Old Sturbridge Village, 1971.  102 p.  UC483.C87. 

 

Elting, John R., editor.  Military Uniforms in America:  The Era of the American Revolution, 1755-95. 

San Rafael, CA:  Presidio, 1974.  140 p.  UC480.M54. 

From series of plates by Company of Military Historians. 

 

Gardner, Asa B.  "The Uniforms of the American Army."  Magazine of American History  (Aug 1877): 

pp. 461-92.  UC483.G16. 

 

Howell, Edgar M., & Kloster, D.E.  United States Army Headgear to 1854.  Wash, DC:  Smithsonian 

1969.  75 p.  UC503.H6. 

 

Katcher, Philip.  Uniforms of the Continental Army.  York, PA:  Shumway, 1981.  230 p.  UC483.K38. 

 

Klinger, Robert L., & Wilder, Richard A.  Sketch Book 76:  The America Soldier, 1775-81.  Arlington, 

VA:  Cooper-Trent, 1967.  53 p.  UC483.K5. 

 

Kredel, Fritz.  Soldiers of the American Army, 1775-1941.  NY:  Bittner, 1941.  UC483.K7. 

 

Lefferts, Charles M.  Uniforms of the American British, French, and German Armies in the War of the 

American Revolution, 1775-83.  NY:  NY Historical Society, 1926.  289 p., color plates.  

UC483.L42. 

 

Long, Oscar F.  Changes in the Uniform of the Army, 1774-1895, cited above.  38 p.  UC483.L66. 

 

Mollo, John.  Military Fashion:  A Comprehensive History of the Uniforms of the Great Armies from the 

17th Century to the First World War.  NY:  Putnams, 1972.  240 p.  UC480.M65. 

 

Ogden, H.A.  The Army of the United States.  NY:  Whitlock.  UC483.A362Oversize. 

Uniform prints published under auspices of QMG. 

 

Windrow, Martin, & Embleton, G.   Military Dress of North America, 1665-1970.  NY:  Scribners, 1973. 

159 p.  UC483.W46. 

 

Young, Peter.  George Washington's Army.  NY:  Hippocrene, 1972.  40 p.  E259.Y68. 

Includes color plates. 
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See also: 

-Section on Washington’s Life Guards in George Washington bibliography in Biographies. 

 

 

 

 

1780s-1860 

 

Bazelon, Bruce S., & McGuinn, William F.  A Directory of American Military Goods Dealers & Makers 

1785-1885.  Manassas, VA:  REF, 1987.  118 p.  UC263.B39. 

 

Chartrand, Rene.  "The US Army's Uniform Supply 'Crisis' during the War of 1812."  Military Collector 

& Historian  (Summer 1988):  pp. 62-65.  Per. 

 

“1812 Style.”  Military History  (May 2012):  pp. 46-53.  Per. 

Photo essay on the standardization of uniforms and accoutrements of the era. 

 

Katcher, Philip R.  The American War, 1812-14.  Hippocrene, 1974.  40 p.  UC483.K37. 

 

Kimmel, Ross M.  "American Forces in the War with Mexico, 1846-48."  Military Illustrated  (Jan 1992): 

pp. 9-14.  Per. 

3d of 3 pts; on uniforms. 

 

Langellier, John P.  "Long Knives:  The Lot on 2nd Cavalry Regiments, 1855-60."  Military Illustrated 

(Feb 1993):  pp. 40-45.  Per. 

The uniforms authorized by Regulation. 

 

McBarron, Hugh C.  "American Military Dress in the War of 1812."  4 pts.  Journal of the American 

Military History Foundation  (Fall 1939):  pp. 191-99;  (Spring 1940):  pp. 55-64;  (Fall 1940):  

pp. 185-96 &  Military Affairs  (Summer 1941):  pp. 138-44.  Per. 

 

U.S. Army. General Regulations & General Orders.  MilPubs. 

 

 

 

 

CIVIL WAR-GENERAL SOURCES 

 

Bazelon, Bruce.  “The Great Kepi Scandal of 1861.”  North South Traders Civil War  Vol. 29, No. 5 

(2003):  pp. 42-47.  Per. 

 

Blake, Michael.  American Civil War Infantry.  London:  Almark, 1970.  48 p.  UC483.B43. 
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Coates, Earl J., McAfee, Michael J., & Troiani, Don.  Don Troiani’s Regiments & Uniforms of the Civil 

War.  Mechanicsburg, PA:  Stackpole, 2002.  267 p.  E491.T76. 

Study of wartime uniforms based upon images in modern prints. 

 

Field, Ron, & Smith, Robin.  Uniforms of the Civil War.  Guilford, CT:  Lyons, 2005.  288 p. 

UC483.F542. 

 

Haythornthwaite, Philip J.  Uniforms of the Civil War, 1861-65.  NY:  Macmillan, 1975.  192 p. 

UC483.H39. 

 

Lloyd, Mark.  Combat Uniforms of the Civil War.  NY:  Mallard, 1990.  220 p.  UC483.L56. 

 

Lord, Francis A.  Civil War Collector's Encyclopedia.  Arms, Uniforms, and Equipment of the Union and 

Confederacy.  2 vols.  Harrisburg, PA:  Stackpole, 1963 & 1965.  ca 500 p.  UC23.1861-65.L6. 

 

Musick, Michael P.  “War in an Age of Wonders:  Civil War Arms and Equipment.”  Prologue 

(Winter 1995):  pp. 348-68.  Per. 

 

Todd, Frederick P.  American Military Equipage, 1851-72.  Vol. II.  Providence, RI:  Company of 

Military Historians, 1977.  Chaps IX-XII.  UC483.T64. 

 

 

 

 

-CIVIL WAR-Union 

 

Jacobsen, Jacques, Jr.  Accoutrements of the Army of the United States as Described in the Ordnance 

Manuals 1839, 1841, 1850 and 1861.  Staten Island, NY:  Manor, 1968.  31 p.  UC483.J3. 

 

Katcher, Philip.  "The Union Cavalryman 1861-65."  Military Illustrated  (Dec 1992):  pp. 29-33.  Per. 

 

_____.  Union Forces of the American Civil War.  London:  Arms & Armour, 1989.  54 p.  E601.K38. 

Uniforms in then-contemporaneous photos. 

 

_____, & Youens, Michael.  Army of the Potomac.  London:  Osprey, 1975.  40 p.  UC483.K382. 

 

Schuyler, Hartley & Graham.  Illustrated Catalog of Civil War Military Goods:  Union Weapons, 

Insignia, Uniform Accessories and Other Equipment.  NY:  Dover, 1985 reprint of 1864 edition. 

147 p.  UC523.S34. 

 

Smithsonian Inst.  Uniform Regulations for the Army of the United States 1861.  Hartford:  CT Print, 

1961.  61 p.  UC483.S58. 

Reprint edition includes posed 1861-62 photos of uniforms. 

 

U.S. Army.  General Regulations 1860.  MilPubs. 

And 1863 revision. 
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-CIVIL WAR-Confederate 

 

Burt, David.  Major Caleb Huse C.S.A. & S Isaac Campbell & Co.:  The Arms, Clothing and Equipment 

Supplied to the Confederate States of America, 1861-64.  Central Milton Keynes, England:  

AuthorHouse UK, 2009.  130 p.  UC86.B87. 

 

Confederate States of America.  War Dept.  Uniform and Dress, Army and Navy of the Confederate 

States of America.  New Hope, PA:  River House, 1952.  60 p.  UC483.5.U54. 

Facsimile reproduction of original regulations. 

 

Langellier, J. Phillip.  Chevrons of the U.S. Army, 1861-97.  San Rafael, CA:  American Mil Tradition, 

1978.  UC533.L4. 

 

_____.  Uniforms of the Seacoast Soldier, 1851-1910.  San Rafael, CA:  American Mil Tradition, 1978. 

UC483.L3. 

 

Lord.  Civil War Collectors Encyclopedia, cited above, Vol. II, pp. 281-90. 

 

 

 

 

LATE 19
TH

 CENTURY 

 

Bazelon, cited above. 

 

Brinckerhoff, Sidney B.  Boots and Shoes of the Frontier Soldiers,1865-93.  Tucson, AZ:  AZ:  AZ Hist 

Soc Museum Monograph No. 7, 1976.  UC493.B74. 

 

_____.  Metal Uniform Insignia of the Frontier U.S. Army, 1846-1902.  Tucson, AZ:  AZ Hist Soc  

Museum Monograph No. 3, 1972.  UC533.B782. 

 

_____.  Military Headgear in the Southwest, 1846-90.  Tucson:  AZ Pioneers Hist Soc Museum 

Monograph No. 1, 1967.  UC503.B7. 

 

Chappell, Gordon.  Brass Spikes and Horsehair Plumes:  A Study of U.S. Army Dress Helmets, 

1872-1903.  Tucson:  AZ Pioneers' Hist Soc Museum Monograph No. 4, 1966.  UC503.C47. 

 

_____.  The Search for the Well-Dressed Soldier, 1865-90.  Tucson, AZ:  AZ Historical Society Museum 

Monograph No. 5, 1972.  UC483.C48. 

 

_____.  Summer Helmets of the U.S. Army, 1875-1910.  Cheyenne:  WY State Archives & History 

Department, Museum Monograph No. 1, 1967.  UC503.C5. 
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"1st Washington Infantry Regiment, U.S.V, 1898-99."  Plate 688, Military Collector & Historian 

(Summer 1992):  pp. 86-87.  Per. 

 

Langellier, J. Phillip.  Army Blue:  The Uniform of Uncle Sam’s Regulars, 1848-1873.  Atglen, PA: 

Schiffer, 1998.  352 p.  UC483.L362. 

 

_____.  Chevrons of the U.S. Army, 1861-97.  San Rafael, CA:  American Mil Tradition, 1978.  16 p. 

UC533.L4. 

 

_____.  More Army Blue:  The Uniform of Uncle Sam’s Regulars, 1874-1887.  Atglen, PA:  Schiffer, 

2001.  327 p.  UC483.L36. 

 

_____.  They Continually Wear the Blue:  U.S. Army Enlisted Dress Uniforms, 1965-1902.  Belmont, 

CA:  Barnes McGee, 1976.  42 p.  UC483.L32. 

 

_____.  Uniforms of the Seacoast Soldier, 1851-1910.  San Rafael, CA:  American Military Tradition, 

1978.  UC483.L3. 

 

McChristian, Douglas C.  The U.S. Army in the West, 1870-1880:  Uniforms, Weapons, and Equipment. 

Norman, OK:  U OK, 1995.  310 p.  UD373.M33. 

 

U.S. Army Uniforms and Equipment, 1889:  Specifications for Clothing, Camp and Garrison Equipage, 

and Clothing and Equipage Materials.  Lincoln, NE:  U NE, 1986.  385 p.  UC483.S632. 

Reprint of 1889 publication of Quartermaster General, w/ index & forward added. 

 

U.S. War Dept.  Regulations for the Army of the United States, 1889.  Wash, DC:  GPO, 1889.  UB501. 

See Article 85. 

 

_____.  Regulations for the Uniform and Dress of the Army of the United States, July 1872.  Wash, DC: 

GPO, 1872.  10 p., color plates.  UC483.A1.1872Oversize. 

Also 20-p. General Order 92, 1872 is the same. 

 

_____.  QMG.  Regulations for the Uniform of the Army of the United States ...May 1888.  Phila:  1888. 

6 p., color plates and drawings.  UC483.A352Oversize. 

 

_____.  Uniform of the Army of the United States, 1882.  Phila:  Hunter, 1862.  4 p., color plates & 

drawings.  UC483.U42. 

 

Windrow, Martin, & Embleton, Gerry.  Military Dress of North America, 1665-1978.  NY:  Scribner's, 

1973.  UC483.W46. 

See Chap 6. 
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-Change from Blue to Khaki, 1898-1912 

 

The Army's uniform changeover from its traditional dark blue to the new khaki and olive drab began 

during the Span-American War and continued until the eve of WWI.  Although certain events and 

announcements mark the progress of the changeover, at no given time from 1898 to 1912 was the Army 

outfitted entirely in one uniform or the other.  It should not be surprising, then, to find mixtures of old and 

new uniforms in photos of troops at the same garrison during this transition. 

 

Khaki clothing for field service was first authorized for officers on 9 May 1898, a scant two weeks after 

war had been declared against Spain.  However, troops in tropical areas received no issue of khaki 

clothing until 1899.  For several years following, various khaki materials were issued as tropical and 

summer uniforms, including expedient khaki-colored woolen shirts.  Eventually, a suitable, lightweight 

material remained part of the uniform. 

 

Meanwhile, adoption of olive drab clothing progressed too.  It was one of several major uniform changes 

decided upon and promulgated in 1902.  Officers could purchase olive drab clothing that year, but 

enlisted personnel received no OD's until the extensive stocks of older blue and experimental khaki-

colored clothing were depleted.  Although the issue of the new OD's began in 1906 -- four years after 

official adoption -- dark blue clothing continued to be issued and worn until as late as 1912.  Of course, 

throughout this period, as now, the dress uniforms of both officer and enlisted personnel remained the 

traditional blue. 

 

See: 

 

Bruun, M.C.  “The Evolution of the Olive Drab Service Coat, 1902-1916.”  Military Collector & 

Historian  (Winter 1981):  pp. 148-58.  Per. 

 

Langellier, J. Phillip.  "From Blue Jersey to Khaki Drill:  The Field Uniform of the U.S. Army, 

1898-1901."  Military Collector & Historian  (Winter 1982):  pp. 148-58.  Per. 

 

Military Collector & Historian  (Winter 1978):  pp. 184-85.  Per. 

 

Risch, Erna.  Quartermaster Support of the Army:  A History of the Corps, 1775-1939.  Wash, DC: 

OQMG, 1962.  pp. 574-76.  UC34.R57. 

 

Sanow, Gilbert A., II, & Bruun, Michael C.  "Uniforms for America's Tropical Empire:  The Evolution of 

the Khaki Coat for U.S. Army Enlisted Men, 1898-1913, Part I."  Military Collector & Historian  

(Summer 1983):  pp. 50-59.  Per. 

 

U.S. War Dept.  General Order No 39, 9 May 1898.  2 p.  GO. 

 

_____.  Reports of the Quartermaster General to the Secretary of War, 1898-1912.  Wash, DC:  GPO, 

1898-1912.  UC30U55. 

See Reports of 1899, pp. 6-7; 1904, pp. 5-7; 1906, pp. 35 & 37-38; and 1912, p. 18. 
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20
TH

 CENTURY-General Sources 

 

Crocker, Lawrence P.  The Army Officer's Guide.  Harrisburg, PA:  Stackpole, 1988.  602 p. 

U133.O442. 

 

Fisch, Robert W.  Field Equipment of the Infantry, 1914-1945.  Sykesville, MD:  Greenberg, 1989. 

262 p.  UD370.F57. 

 

Lewis, Kenneth.  Doughboy to GI:  US Army Clothing and Equipment, 1900-45.  England:  Landing, 

1993.  260 p.  UC463.L48. 

 

Rankin, Robert H.  "The Story of Army Uniforms."  National Guardsman  (Jun 1954):   pp. 6-10.  Per. 

Covers WWI to Korea. 

 

Smith, Jill H.  Dressed for Duty:  America’s Women in Uniform, 1898-1973.  Vol. 1.  San Jose, CA: 

Bender, 2001.  480 p.  UC483.S649. 

 

 

 

 

20
TH

 CENTURY-World War I 

 

Calkins, Brian.  Collecting Military Headgear of the First World War 1914-18.  Lincoln, RI:  Mowbray, 

1990.  103 p.  UC500.C35. 

 

Hall, John A.  "A US Army Pilot's Uniform of the Great War."  Military Illustrated  (Jan 1992): 

pp. 18-23.  Per. 

 

Haythornwaite, Philip J.  World War One:  1914.  London:  Arms & Armour, 1989.  55 p.  D521.H39. 

Uniforms depicted in then-contemporaneous photos of all nations, with commentary. 

 

Spicer, Ron, & Gero, Anthony.  "78th Division, A.E.F., 1917-19:  Plate No. 664."  Military Collector & 

Historian  (Winter 1990):  pp. 158-59.  Per. 

 

U.S. War Dept.  Regulations for the Uniform of the United States Army.  Spec Reg #41, Aug 1917. 

119 p.  MilPub-SR. 

And Spec Reg #42, Specifications, 86 p. 

 

NOTE:  US soldiers were expected to return their issued uniforms via mail within 4 months to their 

discharge.  See: 

WD Circ 105, 2 Dec 1918 

WD Circ 43, 25 Jan 1919 

Army Regulations 1917, Para 1165 
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-Dress Blue Uniforms, 1936 

 

A search in 1936 numbered War Dept circulars uncovered three with instructions and specifications on 

the blue uniform.  Circular No. 66, (15 Oct 1936, 12 p.), Circular No. 70, (28 Oct 1936, 2 p.), and 

Circular No. 72, (6 Nov 1936, 2 p.) concern only officers, warrant officers, and contract surgeons.  No 

mention of enlisted men appears therein. 

 

According to War Dept Circular No. 5 (26 Jan 1929, 2 p.), enlisted men could wear the prescribed blue 

uniform.  Circular No. 58 (4 Nov 1929, Sec I, 1 p.) announced that the Philadelphia QM Depot would 

accept orders for blue uniforms from both officers and enlisted men. 

 

Other pertinent War Dept circulars, include: 

Circ No. 9, 20 Feb 1930, Sections I & II, 2 p. 

Circ No. 7, 21 Jan 1937, 10 p. 

Circ No. 19, 8 Mar 1937, 2 p. 

Circ No. 27, 5 Apr 1937, 12 p. 

Circ No. 4, 22 Jan 1938, Sec I, 1 p. 

 

 

 

See also: 

 

Cavanaugh, Philip M., & Kloster, Donald E.  "The Forgotten U.S. Army 1936 Officer's Dress Blue 

Uniform."  Military Collector & Historian  (Winter 1985):  pp. 165-67.  Per. 

 

 

 

 

20
TH

 CENTURY-World War II 

 

Morden, Bettie J.  The Women's Army Corps, 1945-78.  Wash, DC:  CMH, 1990.  543 p.  

UA565.W6.M67. 

See App D (53 p), which includes color illus. 

 

Nalty, Bernard C., et al, editors.  War in the Pacific:  Pearl Harbor to Tokyo Bay.  NY:  Salamandar, 

1991.  304 p.  D767.W33. 

Numerous photos of individual clothing & personal equip, all nations. 

 

Redlegs, Captain.  "Clothes for Combat."  Infantry Journal  (Jan 1947):  pp. 19-20.  Per. 

Light but critical commentary on WWII clothing problems; see accompanying editorial 

comments. 

 

Rosignoli, Guido.  The Allied Forces in Italy, 1943-45.  England:  David & Charles, 1989.  160 p. 

D763.I8.R67. 

Data on units & uniforms. 
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Stanton, Shelby.  U.S. Army Uniforms of World War II.  Harrisburg, PA:  Stackpole, 1991.  277 p.  

UC483.S722. 

 

Sylvia, Stephen W., & O'Donnell, Michael J.  Uniforms, Weapons and Equipment of the World War II 

G.I.  Orange, VA:  Moss, 1982.  223 p.  UC483.S97. 

 

U.S. War Dept.  Personnel:  Wearing of the Service Uniform:  Army Regulations 600-40, dated 

Aug 1941.  36 p.  MilPub-Regs. 

And Mar 1944 edition (40 p.) 

 

_____.  Personnel:  Prescribed Service Uniform:  AR 600-35, dated Nov 1941.  31 p.  MilPub-Reg. 

And Mar 1944 edition (68 p.) 

 

 

-1943 Combat/Field Uniform 

 

Garside, Charles.  "Investigation of Supply of Clothing in ETO during World War II."  In Chap 28 of 

Passing in Review, a collection of material by Robert M. Littlejohn.  Secs C & D (9 p.).  

D769.75.L55. 

 

Richardson, Eudora R., & Allan, Sherman.  Quartermaster Supply in the Fifth Army in World War II. 

Fort Lee, VA:  QM School, 1950.  181 p.  #03-5.1950/2. 

 

Risch, Erna.  The Quartermaster Corps:  Organization, Supply, and Services.  Vol. I.  In the USAWWII 

series.  Wash, DC:  OCMH, 1953.  418 p.  D769.A533v6pt2v1. 

 

_____, & Pitkin, Thomas M.  Clothing the Soldier of World War II.  QMC Hist Study No 16, Sep 1946. 

pp. 47-65.  UC34A2. 

 

Ross, William F., & Romanus, Charles F.  The Quartermaster Corps:  Operations in the War against 

Germany.  In the USAWWII series.  Wash, DC:  1965.  798 p.  D769A533v6pt2v3. 

 

"Warm Clothes for Winter Warfare."  Quartermaster Review  (Jan/Feb 1945):  pp. 61, 87-88 & 91.  Per. 

 

 

-Quartermaster Laundry Mark 

 

The laundry mark used by the US Army Quartermaster Corps laundry service during WWII consisted of 

the first initial of a soldier's last name followed by the last four digits of his serial number.  See: 

 

Filler, Louis.  Laundry and Related Activities of the Quartermaster General.  QMC Historical Study 

No 13.  Wash, DC:  GPO, 1946.  pp. 88-89.  UC34A2no13. 
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SINCE 1945-General Sources 

 

Breckenridge, John R. [and] R. L. Pratt.  Effect of Clothing Color on Solar Heat Load.  Natick, MA:   

HQs, Quartermaster Research & Engineer Command, US Army, Quartermaster Research & 

Engineer Center, 1961.  11 p.  U394.N363.T43EP-155. 

 

Breckenridge, John R. Effective Area of Clothed Man for Solar Radiation.  Natick, MA:  HQ, 

Quartermaster Research & Engineer Command, 1961.  11 p.  U394.N363.T43EP-157. 

 

Laible, R. C., L. I. Weiner, [and] E. Stone. Soviet-Bloc Development of Synthetic Fibers.  Natick, MA:  

Quartermaster Research & Engineer Center, Textile, Clothing & Footwear Division, 1961. 

24 p.  UC463.T49.No.117. 

 

Procurement of Textiles and Clothing.  Survey Team Report.  Washington, DC:  Munitions Board, 

1949.  27 p.  UC263.P767. 

 

Sprague, Merle E. & Ross, Carl W.  World Guide to Field Clothing Requirements.  Natick, MA:   

Headquarters, Quartermaster Research & Engineering Command, US Army, Quartermaster 

Research & Engineering Center, 1959.  40 p.  U394.N363.T43EP-115. 

 

Weiner, Louis I.  A Survey of 18-Ounce Blended Serge Fabrics:  Wear Resistance.   Natick, MA: 

Quartermaster Research & Engineer  Center, Textile, Clothing & Footwear Division, 1962.  36 p. 

UC463.T49.No.123. 

 

_____.  Wear Resistance of Military Textiles.  Natick, MA:  Quartermaster Research & Engineer Center, 

Textile, Clothing & Footwear Division, 1963.  54 p.   UC463.T49.No.125. 

 

United States.  Congress.  Senate.  Committee on Government Operations.  Permanent Subcommittee on 

Investigations.  Textile Procurement in the Military Services:  Hearings Before the Permanent 

Subcommittee on Investigations of the Committee on Government Operations, US Senate.  Wash, 

DC:  US GPO, 1955.  Part 1.  1169 p.  UC463.U557. 

 

U.S.  General Accounting Office.  Review of Materiel Standardization Activities of the Military Clothing 

and Textile Supply Agency, Department of Defense, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania.  By the 

Comptroller General of the United States.  [Wash, D.C.:  Comptroller General of the US], 1961.  

50 p.  UC463.U558. 
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SINCE 1945-Korean War 

 

Stanton, Shelby.  U.S. Army Uniforms of the Korean War.  Harrisburg, PA:  Stackpole, 1992.  245 p. 

UC483.S619. 

 

U.S. Dept of Army.  Personnel:  Articles and Types of Uniforms for Male Personnel:  Special 

Regulations 600-31-1, dated 1 Apr 1951.  38 p.  MilPub-SR. 

 

_____.  Personnel:  Uniforms:  SR 600-40-1, dated 22 Jun 1949.  24 p.  MilPub-SR. 

 

 

-Changeover to “Greens" 

 

U.S. Dept of Army.  Uniform and Insignia:  Male Personnel:  AR 670-5, dated Sep 1956.  84 p. 

MilPub-Reg. 

And succeeding eds. 

 

Wise, William D., Jr.  "Introducing Army Green."  Army Information Digest  (Jan 1955):  pp. 10-16. 

Per. 

Describes new style and its lengthy selection process. 

 

 

-End of the “Brown Shoe” Army 

 

To some old soldiers, the color of regulation footwear symbolized two different armies.  During the mid-

1950s, the US Army radically restructured into a pentomic configuration while modernizing its uniforms. 

 The official transition from the old brown to the new green (AG-44) service uniform began in Sep 1956.  

Although appropriate regulations were promulgated that month, an earlier directive specifically 

authorized wear of black low quarter shoes beginning on Sep 1st.  Authorized wear of the old olive drab 

(OD-33) uniform continued the transition period, but with black shoes and boots, not the former russet or 

"brown" footwear.  See: 

 

U.S. Dept of Army.  Clothing and Equipage;  Wearing of Black Shoes and Socks:  Circular 670-5, dated 

Jul 1956.  1 p.  MilPub-Circ. 

 

_____.  Logistics (General);  Wool, OD-33 Clothing:  Circ 700-12, dated Mar 1956.  4 p.  MilPub-Circ. 

 

_____.  Uniform and Insignia:  Dyeing of Boots, Combat, Russet Color:  Circ 670-22, dated Jan 1958. 

MilPub-Circ. 

 

_____.  Uniform and Insignia, Male Personnel:  AR 670-5, dated Sep 1956.  Paras 27, 38, 43, 55 & 

77-78.  MilPub-Reg. 
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The transition period ended as existing stocks of olive drab clothing were depleted.  AR 670-5 (Sep 1959) 

authorized no olive drab uniform for active Army enlisted personnel after Oct 1960, although a few later 

editions of the regulation continued to authorize the OD's for various reserve personnel. 

 

A more-or-less official explanation of why the Army changed to the green service uniform appears in 

Army Information Digest (Jan 1955), pp. 10-16.  A definition of the term "brown-shoe Army" appears in 

Dictionary of Soldier Talk by John Elting et al (NY:  Scribner's, 1984;  Ref). 

 

 

 

 

SINCE 1945-Vietnam 

 

Miraldi, Paul W.  Uniforms and Equipment of U.S. Military Advisors in Vietnam, 1957-1972. 

Atglen, PA:  Schiffer, 2000.  248 p.  UC483.M572. 

 

Stanton, Shelby.  U.S. Army Uniforms of the Vietnam War.  Harrisburg, PA:  Stackpole, 1989.  246 p. 

UC483.S72. 

 

US MACV.  Uniform and Insignia, Male Personnel:  MACV Directive 670-1, dated 12 Apr 1972.  18 p. 

MACV Command Historian’s Collection-Arch. 

 

Warsinske, John.  Company Command in Vietnam...Oral History Collections.  Special Bib 26, Nov 1990. 

ca 250 p.  Z6724.H6.U55no26. 

See pp. 66 of Sec II. 

 

 

 

 

SINCE 1945-Since Vietnam 

 

McHugh, Jane.  “BDUs and You:  Army Times Readers Weigh in with their Favorite Designs for a 

New Army Camouflage Pattern.”  Army Times  (3 Mar 2003):  pp. 14-16.  Per. 

Vote tallies with images of fabric swatches under current consideration. 

 

 

 

See also: 

-Section on Camouflage Uniforms in Camouflage bibliography. 


