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WOMEN DISGUISED AS MALE SOLDIERS 
 

A Research Note & Bibliography of MHI Sources 
 
 
In some cases female soldiers assumed the more convenient masculine uniform merely because of the 
exigencies of combat; in others, they hoped to pass muster as men.  Needless to say because America in 
the 19th century did not tolerate women under arms, female soldiers of the Civil War resorted to 
deception.  A comprehensive, scholarly history of women in the Civil War is Mary E. Massey's Bonnet 
Brigades (NY:  Knopf, 1966; E628M3), in which it is stated that about 400 women posed as soldiers 
(p.79).  A journalistic survey of the history of women in combat is John Lafin's Women in Battle 
(London:  Abelard-Schuman, 1967; CT3203L32).  A more romantic history, covering both mythology 
and recorded history through the 17th century, is Ellen C. Clayton's Female Warrior (London:  Tinsley 
Bros, 1879; HQ1390C61). 
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Revolutionary War:   Deborah Sampson fought disguised as a soldier.  See: 
 
Doyle, Kathleen.  "'Pvt. Robert Shurtleff':  An Unusual Revolutionary War Soldier."  Amer Hist Illus 

(Oct 1988):  pp. 30-31.  Per. 
 
Evans, Elizabeth.  Weathering the Storm:  Women of the American Revolution.  NY:  Scribner's,  1975. 
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-Bibliography on Deborah Sampson in Biographies. 
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NOTE:  MHI Photo Archives includes no known images of women actually dressed as males, but does 
incl two of Kady Brownell, who reportedly fought as combatant. 
 


