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NOTE:  WOMEN OVERSEAS WITH THE AEF 
 
According to the following article, 21,896 women were carried on the Army's rolls during the war, all 
nurses, except for 416 "field clerks." 
 
Ginsburgh, Robert.  "Daughters of Valor."  American Legion Magazine  (May 1939):  pp. 16-7 & 48-54. 

Per. 
 
Many of those "field clerks" may have been female telephone operators sent to France at the request of 
General John J. Pershing.  The official report of the Chief Signal Officer states that 450 civilian women 
received special instruction in the US for switch-board duty in France.  Of these, 223 went overseas, with 
the first of several contingents arriving Mar 1918.  See: 
 
Hillerich, Karen L.  "Black Jack's Girls."  Army  (Dec 1982):  pp. 44-48.  Per. 
 
U.S. War Dept.  Annual Report, 1919.  Vol. I.  Wash, DC:  GPO, 1920.  pp. 1051-52, 1055-56, 1245-46 

& 1419-21.  UA24.A145. 
 
The women telephone operators served at various headquarters in France and England as civilian 
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MHI's archives contain returned questionnaires and other historical materials contributed by veterans 
who participated in our World War I survey.  Included is a seven-page reminiscent by Mrs. -?-Banker, 
who served in France as a chief operator (see Signal Corps Box, WWI Survey).  Several other women 
who served as naval yeomen and as telephone operators have contributed materials, too.  
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